Pedestrian Streecs

Back in the old clags when I was mayor | visited Santa Monica and Boulder. After
seeing their successful Pedestrian streets, | Proposecl closingjust two blocks of
State Street on weekends onlg as an experiment. Hugh Petersen, owner of La
Arcacla, was a dear man, but he tota”y éieaked out at the idea. He’'d seen

other cities where Pedcstrian malls had failed because theg were bac”g done.

Petersen hired some Planning consultants to look at State Street and come up with
suggcstions. Theg made a well-attended Presentation one evening in the art
museum’s theater. Their recommendation was to bring the Parking back to State
Street. (Yes, rea”gl) | nearlg got hung from one of La Arcada’s lamP Posts that nigl']t.
I still think that creating a Permanent Pcdestrian mall on some of State Streetis a

very good idea.

What follows are Photos of the Peclestrian streets in eleven cities. | hoPe theg are
hell:ncul in Provicling ideas for what Santa Barbara might do.

Sheila Loclge
Julg) 2020



Boulder, Colorado - the Pearl Streec mall (Uune, 1990)

T]’le ﬁrs’c Photo below was taken looldng west towards thc Rockies. The midc”e Photo shows some OF thc entertainment that
was available. The third Photo shows a very small childina very large sand box.
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Boulder created this mall on four blocks of what was its original downtown. The cross streets remain open.

I spent two clags in Boulder. Both evenings were spent on the mall it was so Pleasant and inviting, Three generation families,
students, People of all ages walked up and down. There was a very congenial atmosphere.

l asked about wintertime use and was told that when the sun was out it was qui’cc comfortable to be outside. There were
numerous eateries with outside seating as in the first Photo.
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PEARL STREET NMALL Boulder - Colorado

There was Oﬂlg onevery small chain store on the mall. The The east end of the mall is below. 1.5 miles away down Pearl Street was

other ShOPS were unique locally owned stores. (That may have a traditional enclosed mall with the usual chain stores. Both malls were
cl'langecl.) A mini-food truck offered fresh crepes (below). doing well.




Copenbagen - Denmark (991
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Oslo - Norwag (991D

A brochure about this ncighbor"lood described it as Oslo’s most
exci’cing area, and it may well be. It has a harbor and marine
facilities, residential flats, a rich cultural life with theater and
cinemas and 1600 undcrground Parking spaces.
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| Brisbane - Australia (1992)
. Queen Street Mall

One of my hopes for Santa Barbara was
to close at least two blocks of State Street
downtown to traffic. Traffic engineers

enera”g do not like to do suc tl’lings
Eecause it interferes with the free flow of
traffic. 1 was cleliglﬁtecl to see Brisbane’s
Queen Street Mall.

Queen Street is the street that leads
directly onto one of the three briclges that
cross 376 river into downtown. A river
curves around it on three sides. (See the
map and satellite view on the next Page‘)

The stores didn’t open until 10:30 am,
and we were on the mall before then.
There still were quite afew People
stro“ing.



Brisbane - Auscralia

DesPite the fact that cars have to go around the mall coming
to and from the bridge, the citg still seems to function well.

If Brisbane can do it with its much greater oPula’cion 25
million as of 2019), much greater densit ofdevelopment in

its downtown and much more restricte access, so can Santa
Barbaral
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Brisbane « Austcralia

Queen Street Mall

The photo above is one of several
arcades that go through a block
and are filled with elegant shoPs.




The one cross street goes
under the mall. it is to the
rigl'lt of the low wall.

(The mallis behind me.)
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Brisbane « Auscralia

Queen Street Mall

I managccl to cut off the bottom line in the Photo below. It said,
“Your City Coundil -~ worldng for you”, and was the reason I took
the Picturc. (well, wl‘wy not try to make the council look

goocl?)

Catchan Off-Peak’bus and |
avoid the rat race!
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Enquiries, phone the B Hottoe 22 __



Sydney - Auscralia (992)

A ma}jor retail and office tower block was turned into a
Pcdestrian mall. Three side streets were also Permanentlg
closed to traffic. Lots of Public art enlivened the area.
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Cbrisccburch +» New Zealand (992)

Citg Mall

The three main retail blocks in downtown Plus a cross street
whichled to a large Plaza were closed to vehicles.

The structure in the Photo belowis a Pedestrian bridge lcadir\g from
the second storg ofa dcpar’cment store to ano’cher store across the

street .
& ! . = = ‘ (In February 2011 a severe earthquake c‘estroged many of the build-
- : M : ings along this mall. It is still a pedestrian street, but it doesn’t look the
= g along p
) ;' (W \n. same.
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Queenstown + New Zealand (1992)

The two main retail streets
of Queenstown have been
turned into pedestrian
streets. Alt oug]’x it was
March and not a Prime
holidag time when we were
there, these pedestrian
streets were Evel Places,
csPcciaHH at nig t.




Amsterdam « The Netherlands (199%)

The street in the first P]'moto allowed no vehicles at all. The wider Pcdes~
trian street in the middle Photo allowed Public transportation, and there
were lots of street cars. Many of them were very co orFu”g Pain’ced
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Cbarloccesville
Virginia

_ ARG s \ When tgpical suburban malls were built on the edge of
e W) e SR, 018 0 e Charlottesville draining business from the original main street, it was
| T 9 turned into this Pedestrian Promenade. ltisa opular lace. Once|
was walking across the mall on a cross street. As | got to the middle of
the mall 1 heard an odd buzz in the air. | stoPPecl and listened. Itwas
the sound of the conversation of the many People on the mall.



Third Street Promenade



What (Dakes a Successful Pedestrian (Dall?

The most successful of these eleven edestrian malls were Boulder, CQO, and
Charlottesville, VA. They were also the most inviting, Theg had generous Plantings of
canopy trees and street furniture inclucling Public P%aces to sit. Boulders Pear] Street
Mall was a community living room.

The shoPPin streets shown which were simply closed to vehicles were full of PcoPle
such as Edin urgh and Amsterdam. Once shoPPing was done, however, there was

notl‘xing to make People |inger.

Santa Monica’s §rcl Street Promenade has been commcrcia”y
successtul. Its wide street and lack of canopy trees make it
less inviting than Boulder and Charlottesville.

Sgclncg and Charlottesville have Public art enlivening their
Pedestrian streets. It should be added to State Street.

Some State Street blocks are amplg lanc]scaped inclucling
canopy trees. Those that have a scantg SUPPlﬂ could have
tree wells Placed in the street as was done on Wentworth
Avenue while Ieaving enough width in the middle for Santa
Barbara’s numerous Parafes to pass t]ﬁrouglﬁ.

Wentworth Avenue tree wells



