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Tel: (805) 564-5318  Dear Assemblymember Hart,

Fax: (805) 564-5475
On behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, I am pleased to express our strong support for AB
1448 (Hart), legislation that strengthens California's longstanding commitment to protecting
our coast, ocean resources, and coastal economy from the risks associated with offshore oil
and gas development.

Santa Barbara occupies a unique place in California's environmental history. The 1969 Santa
Barbara oil spill, which released millions of gallons of crude oil into the Santa Barbara
Channel, served as a catalyst for the modem environmental movement and helped inspire
landmark state and federal environmental protections that continue to shape public policy
today. More than five decades later, the lessons from that disaster remain highly relevant. The
2015 Refugio oil spill once again demonstrated the significant environmental, economic, and
public safety consequences that can result from failures in offshore oil infrastructure.

For coastal communities such as Santa Barbara, a healthy ocean is not simply an
environmental asset—it is a foundational component of our economy and quality of life. Our
beaches, marine ecosystems, fisheries, recreation industry, tourism sector, and coastal
businesses depend upon clean water, healthy habitats, and public confidence in the
stewardship of California's coastline. Even a single offshore spill can have devastating and
long-lasting impacts on local governments, small businesses, coastal tourism, public access,
wildlife, and sensitive marine resources.

AB 1448 provides important and timely safeguards as federal policymakers once again
consider expanding offshore oil leasing opportunities along the Pacific Coast. The bill
appropriately strengthens existing state law by ensuring that California-owned tidelands and
submerged lands cannot be used to facilitate new federal offshore oil and gas development
authorized after January 1, 2026. The measure also expands public transparency requirements,
strengthens review standards for lease assignments and modifications, and requires the State
Lands Commission and local trustees to evaluate environmental, public trust, safety, and
financial responsibility considerations before approving actions related to offshore oil
infrastructure.
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Importantly, AB 1448 closes a remaining exception in the California Coastal Sanctuary Act
that could otherwise permit new offshore oil development in state waters under certain
circumstances. Since the Legislature first established the California Coastal Sanctuary,
California has consistently recognized that offshore o0il development poses significant risks to
the marine environment and coastal economies. AB 1448 reinforces that policy framework
and provides additional certainty that California's coastal resources will remain protected for
future generations.

The City is also supportive of the bill's enhanced accountability provisions. Requiring
additional scrutiny of lease assignments, consideration of an operator's financial capacity to
address spills and decommissioning obligations, and review of infrastructure associated with
prior incidents helps ensure that environmental and financial risks are not transferred to
taxpayers, local governments, or future generations. These provisions reflect sound public
policy and responsible stewardship of state-owned resources.

As a community whose identity, economy, and environment are intrinsically tied to the Pacific
Ocean, Santa Barbara strongly supports policies that protect California's coast from
unnecessary risk while preserving the natural resources that sustain our residents and
businesses. AB 1448 represents a thoughtful and prudent effort to strengthen California's
coastal protections at a time when those protections are increasingly important.

For these reasons, the City of Santa Barbara is proud to support AB 1448 and applauds your
leadership ow strilical issue.

Sincerely

cc: Senate President Pro Tempore Monique Limon
Members, Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water



