
Historic Landmarks Commission Meeting of: March 16, 2022 

General Pubic Comment 
Name of Sender Distributed prior to 

hearing 
Distributed after the 

hearing 

1. George Nicks x 

2. Anna Marie Gott x 



From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

george nicks 

Community Development HLCsecretary 

De la guerra Plaza 

Sunday, March 06, 2022 4:14:37 PM 

You don't often get email from georgenicks@me com  I earn wblc' thjs js jmportapt 

EXTERNAL 

Dear Commissioners, 

Public Comment #1 

After seeing the ridiculous public response to the proposed renovation of De la Guena 

Plaza, I wanted to voice my strong suppo1i for the planned improvements. At the moment, the 

plaza is almost never used due to the focus on parking making the tiny grass square ugly and 

sad. Thanks to just a handful of parking spots taking up most of the space, the square is 

essentially useless, and means that the wonderful historical buildings, including City Hall and 

the Casa de la Guena are not suppo1ied in the way they should. Visit any weekday, and you 

are unlikely to see anyone utilizing the plaza as a place to hang out, have a picnic, or bring 

their kids to play. 

Moreover, I'm sure a lot of water is wasted maintaining the useless lawn in the center. 

The original vision of the area has been destroyed to create a wasteful and ugly parking lot and 

I'd be glad to see it go. There is also plenty of parking nearby, and I see no reason why we 

need to devote so much space around some of the oldest and most beautiful buildings in Santa 

Barbara to parking when there are so many other places to park nearby. The traffic study 

suppo1is the idea that the nearby parking lots can easily absorb the capacity. 

If the plan is caiTied out successfully I could see the area becoming similai· to the 

Comihouse and sunken gai·dens, if not even more popular due to its proximity to State Street. 

Also, by making the area more walkable it could reduce the overall need for cai·s in the ai·ea. 

In tenns of business, the amount of business generated by cai· traffic on De la Gue1Ta. is 

essentially nothing. Connecting it to a walkable State Street would probably dramatically 

increase business and spread it fuiiher into businesses neai·by. This phenomenon has been 

observed in cities across the world as they declare their city centers. As someone who walks 

consistently, I loathe spaces that are anti pedestrian, and see the closing of State Street to cai· 

traffic to be one of the best decisions ever made by our local government. I fervently support 

any attempt to make the city more walkable. Overall I hope this is just the beginning, a first 

step in recreating a walkable, bikeable, and more livable Santa Barbai·a. 

Thank you, 

George Nicks 



Public Comment #2 

From: Anna Marie Gott 
To: 

Subject: 

Leon Olson; Community Development ABRsecretary; Community Development HLCsecretary 
Public Comments: Your Fake Mural Guidelines 

Date: 

Attachments: 

Hi, 

Tuesday, March 08, 2022 9:38:55 PM 
Funk Zone Mural Program - Email June L 2015 - Council Review.pdf 
Funk Zone Mural Program - Draft 2014 - 4-28-14.pdf 
Funk Zone - Mural Packet - 2015 Approval of Spaces - 5-17-17 NOTE.pdf 

EXTERNAL 

I heard that the Fake Mural Program reared its ugly head at the ABR this week for a project at 
11 Anacapa. I also heard that a Staff Member failed to respond to Mr. Olson's questions about 
the program. I'm not sure how that happened because I made a huge stink about the Fake 
Mural Program for quite a while in 2019 and I doubt anyone forgot about it. 

Perhaps it is time for the ABR and HLC to hold a joint hearing on this issue. Why? The 
documents the City had stuffed away on a program that was never approved illustrate to me 
the need put in place a strong ethics policy that holds Staff Members accountable to lying to 
the public and Board Members. 

I for one am sony Mr. Olson didn't have the info1mation he needed and I am son-ier still that 
our ABR members are giving PDA to projects where Staff knows that there are problems such 
as the ones with the Fake Mural Program or the lack of a lighting plan for a facility that is 
likely going to be lit up like Las Vegas when it eventually comes back to the ABR. 

Best, 
A 

PS 
11 Anacapa is adjacent to a buildings in the HLC. 
Do we really want outlandish huge murals ( or signs posing as murals) lighting up this 
building? 
And what are we going to do when an outlandish lighting system is installed before Final or 
After Final? 

---------- Fo1warded message ---------
From: Anna Marie Gott <anna.marie.gott@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Jul 30, 2019 at 11 :06 AM 
Subject: Your Fake Mural Guidelines for ABR -
To: Tava Ostrenger <T0strenger@santabarbaraca.gov>, Nina Johnson 
<nj ohnson@santabarbaraca.gov>, Matthew Ozyilmaz <MOzyilmaz@santabarbaraca.gov> 
Cc: Ariel Calonne <acalonne@santabarbaraca.gov>, Paul Casey 
<pcasey@santabarbaraca.gov>, Buell, George <gbuell@santabarbaraca.gov>, Inna Unzueta 
<iunzueta@santabarbaraca.gov>, Brooke, Renee <RBrooke@santabarbaraca.gov>, 
<tonie@artsfundsb.org>, Community Development ABRsecretaiy 
<abrsecretary@santabarbaraca.gov>, Community Development HLCsecretaiy 
<HLCSecretaiy@santabarbaraca.gov>, Rick Closson <rgclosson@gmail.com>, Steve Dowty 



<stevenedowty@gmail.com>, Donald Sharpe <donaldgsharpe@gmail.com>

HLC Secretary:  Please forward to the HLC for Public Comment at the August 7th meeting.

Tava, Nina and Matthew,

The document you claim in yesterdays ABR meeting are the Funk Zone Mural Guidelines is
the draft from 2014. The Applicant read from them in the meeting held that day and they
were part of the materials for that meeting. These documents were submitted on 4/28/14. They
were never approved and the City Attorney had no records of this program when I asked for
them in February of this year. This leaves me to conclude that little work was done, if any, and
that this program was not only not completed, but never approved whatever the intent for that
was.

SEE: FZMP - Draft 2014

On 4/28/14 the Board required this condition in the discussion: "After three years, the Board
reserves the option to again review the art and mural program and analyze the success of the
program."

Luckily the ABR can change this soon to be horror show of logos, string lights, spot
lights and other signs in the Funk Zone since you say they have the right to do so.
This program needs to go to the Arts Commission or someone else or a combination
of entities. The Arts Fund frankly isn't to be trusted at this point and they know it. If
they can't be honest about the fact that NO final Mural Guidelines exist means no one
should trust them. 
The Funk Zone sign is lit up like a Christmas tree and there are a lot of people upset
over this. Much work went into ensuring that Santa Barbara doesn't look like Southern
California with billboards, neon signs and tacky banners. The aesthetics help to drive
the economy and few people really understand this. If Santa Barbara looked like Santa
Maria would people really want to vacation here? The answer is: NO. 
This program which now includes the Funk Zone sign masquerading as a mural is the
kind of thing that could harm what people have created for two reasons: greed and a
sense of entitlement .-  But that is what the Funk Zone is all about now. So, I shouldn't
be surprised, but I am.  

Attached is the email from the Applicant asking about REVISED language for the Mural
Program dated 6/1/2015.  The Guidelines which I mentioned first were never approved
and this again illustrates that undeniable fact.

"City Council review of your revised art mural language for the City as a whole."
SEE: FZMP Approval of Spaces.
SEE: FZMP Needs Council Review - 6-1-15.

In the 6/8/15 meeting at ABR Jamie specifically states that Council will review temporary art
inside and outside of EPV. This again backs up what is mentioned above. 

Council never approve these Guidelines or saw this program as mentioned at the
meeting

 SEE: 6/8/15 (Video 48 minutes)



There was no resolution at ABR, HLC or City Council,
Further, they violate the Sign Ordinance and CEQA if there are historical
structures involved and there is no mention of the HLC's role with regards to the
El Pueblo Viejo which encompasses areas of the Funk Zone.

If Staff continues to declare that there is a Funk Zone Mural Guideline Program that was
properly approved then they are abusing the trust the ABR has in Staff. Why? Facilitating the
deception that this is some sort of approved program that the ABR should  continue to use to
permit more approvals is dishonest.

So, I ask you to review this information and the facts and then scrape together some integrity
in order to have an honest discussion with the ABR over this mess so they, the HLC and the
City can fix this mess.

Regards,
A

Funk Zone Sign:
IMG_20190727_212323~2.jpg















     

 
  

    

  

     

  

            





       
        

     

    
  

     

      
       

   

             









 

     
     

    
    

 
     

             



    
    

   
    

   
     





                
 

                    
                      

                 
                    

                        
             

                      
                  
                       

                   
                

                         

         

 
               

                  
                  

                    
                  

                 
                  

                  

     

                  
                    

                
                 

              
                  
    

                    
                     
                

 
                     

                    
                 

               

              



               
                     

            

                  
                 
                  

                    
                    

                 
             

                     
                  

               
                    

                   
                 

    

 
                

                   
                  

                  
                     

           

  
                 

                    
                  

                
               

                 
                     

 

                 
                

                
                 

                  
                

                  
                  

  

              



  

           

 

                    
         

                    
        

                   
                 

                
      

                    
     

                 
          

                   
                     

    

                
                  

   

               
              

                   
                 
               

                   
        

            

                    
   

                     
                  

                  

                   
                 

     



    

           

              
                

        

                    

                   
                 

                 
                 

  

                     
                  

           

                 
              

                   

                
         

                  
                  

                
                     

       

   






