


From: Susan Shields
To: Community Development HLCsecretary
Cc: dfrancisco@santabarbaraca.gov; fhotchkiss@santabarbaraca.gov; ghouse@santabarbaraca.gov;

hschneider@santabarbaraca.gov; hwhite@santabarbaraca.gov; mself@santabarbaraca.gov; Randy Rowse
Subject: Comment for hearing on March 2, 2022 re development proposed at 812 Garden St.
Date: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 5:22:21 PM

You don't often get email from shields3033@netscape.net. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

To the members of the Community Development Dept.

cc Santa Barbara Mayor and City Council

I have a close friend who lives in the retirement complex at Laguna Cottages and I have visited often over
a period of several years. Her apartment is immediately adjacent to the fence next to the building at 812
Garden. I was amazed to hear the sudden announcement of the proposed conversion of this office
building into a hotel, and I question why this project has been under wraps until now.

To begin with, demolition and other construction work have been going on in that building for about two
years, causing the nearby residents constant noise and dust. New construction will only perpetuate this
disturbance and invasion of privacy.

Secondly it is entirely inappropriate to locate a hotel next to a large sheltered community of elderly people
where peace and quiet are expected.

Furthermore, there is insufficient parking on the nearby streets to cope with an onslaught of hotel guests. 

I might also point out that a large percentage of the residents of Laguna Cottages are Spanish speakers,
so it would have been fair to issue the notice about this proposal in Spanish as well as English.
Considering that many of the residents may not have computers or be technically savvy, there should
also be other means of communication offered so that they may provide their input too.

I would hate to think that ageism is an aspect of any discussion about this proposed project, i.e. that the
rights of the elderly are less important than promoting tourism in Santa Barbara. 

Susan Shields
3033 Calle Rosales, SB 93105

Public Comment #1



From: laguna cottages
To: Community Development HLCsecretary; Kristen Sneddon
Subject: Fwd: 812 Garden St.
Date: Monday, February 28, 2022 10:23:13 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lagunacottages@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

Good morning-
Please distribute to HLC
I did not receive a response to this email and the hearing is upon us.  Since this is on consent I am a bit confused on
where it is in the process.  I manage the senior housing next door and I am extremely concerned about this being a
hotel without on-site management as described on the plans. Who will be handling noise and other issues?  I do not
understand why housing over 15 units requires an on-site manager and a hotel does not.  If this were permanent
housing I would have less concern but this unregulated, transient housing will have a huge impact on my 58
residents.  This should have much more of a public hearing and should not be on consent. Keep in mind that many
of my residents are over 80 and not able to engage in this process but it will impact their lives and those of future
residents.
Thank you for your consideration.
Beebe Longstreet

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: laguna cottages <lagunacottages@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Feb 22, 2022 at 10:09 AM
Subject: 812 Garden St.
To: <BBurkhart@santabarbaraca.gov>

Good morning Barbara-
We received the postcard for the development of 812 Garden Street.  Laguna Cottages borders this property on 2
sides and is impacted by all construction.  The most recent property improvements impacted our low income senior
residents and we need to stay informed to be able to answer questions.  Could you help me with a link to the
proposal and make sure we are on the list to be informed of meetings, etc.
Thank you
Beebe

-- 
Beebe Longstreet
Laguna Cottages for Seniors
803 Laguna Street
Santa  Barbara, CA 93101
805 965-1179

-- 
Beebe Longstreet
Laguna Cottages for Seniors
803 Laguna Street
Santa  Barbara, CA 93101

Public Comment #2





From: Barbara Allen
To: Community Development HLCsecretary
Subject: 812 Garden Street
Date: Monday, February 28, 2022 3:03:25 PM

You don't often get email from bbainsb@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

Please forward to members of HLC.

As Board President of the Laguna Cottages for Seniors, I feel deep concern for the proposed
transient hotel (with no onsight management) proposed for 812 Garden St.  Please remove this
item from the Consent Calendar and provide time and sufficient notification for future
discussions.

Thank you.

Barbara B. Allen

Public Comment #3





       David Landecker
 Directors
     Ron Alexander
    Richard Appelbaum
    Josephine Black
    Marty Blum
    Carol Keator
    Sandy Kievman
    David Lebell, MD
    Suzanne Peck
    Susan Rose
    Janet Wolf
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Public Comment #4





Historic Landmarks Commission Meeting of: March 2, 2022 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE ADVISED 
 

The following public comment was not received in 
time to process. Distribution to the Historic 
Landmarks Commission occurred after the 
meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





EXTERNAL

As one of the closest tenants to the proposed project, I would appreciate being informed of
staff reports, meeting and changes that occur during the process.
Thank you.

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022, 08:19 Bill Nelson
<fatherbill4@gmail.com<mailto:fatherbill4@gmail.com>> wrote:
I apologize for the late response. I have deep concerns about the project, converting to a 30
room hotel. There's a lack of parking places on site there are only twenty It is an
inappropriate change within the neighborhood, a 30 room hotel could be devastating for
the little Senior communities that border this project.
Thank you for your help.





somewhere I missed?   I definitely want to hear much more about this project.  But honestly, I
really hope that this transient unmanned hotel does not happen for the sake of all of us in the
area. 

Sincerely, 
Sherry Hlavaty





building. Twenty-seven hotel units with kitchenettes and three two-bedroom hotel units with full kitchen.
Sleeping mezzanine areas added to second floor. […] Minor exterior improvements only. […] There will
be no reception area as these units will be automated check-in per unit.” The owner is Arvand Sabetian,
founder of a company called Ziprent; the architect is AB Design Studio.

https://www.sitelinesb.com/30-room-automated-hotel-in-the-works-for-garden-street




