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Designation Status: Added to 
the Historic Resources 
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Assessor Parcel Number: 
029-133-088 

 
Constructed: 1929 (per 
Building permit) 
  

Architect: N/A 

Builder: N/A 
 
Architectural Style: Craftsman 

 
Property Type: Single family 
residence 

 
Original Use: Single family 
residence 

 
What Makes this Place 
Historic? 

At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, Craftsman 
style bungalows took America 
by storm. The typical bungalow 
was a single-story structure 
suited to a warm climate, with 
verandas for outdoor 
entertainment, overhanging  
eaves and multiple 



 
 

windows to provide shade and cross-ventilation in the days before air conditioning. These small 
houses helped fulfill many Americans’ wish to own their own home. With climate and economic 
opportunity drawing more people westward, homey Craftsman bungalows sprang up rapidly in 
California. The Ready-Cut Bungalow Company estimates it shipped over 40,000 bungalow kits to 
Southern California from 1910 through the 1920s. For about $650 everything you needed to 
construct a bungalow would be delivered to your lot. Simple and affordable, the bungalow itself 
became a visual motif, along with citrus groves and palm trees, it was part of the California setting. 

The building at 432 Donze Avenue was part of a larger development of one-story dwellings 
along Donze Avenue in the early 1900s. Other homes built around the same time include numbers 
410, 415, 416, and 421 on Donze Avenue, all of which are also Craftsman Style. As the Sanborn Map 
from 1907 indicates, Donze Avenue was formerly known as Equestrian Avenue, an extension of the 
street with the same name that runs a few blocks below, between Santa Barbara and Garden Streets. 
Similarly, back then Olive Street appears to have been called Canal Street. The block, including the 
land that now contains the house at 432, was mostly undeveloped at the time when the 1907 Map 
was completed, but by 1930 most of the land plots had been developed, or even subdivided in some 
cases. The 1907 Map indicates the 432 Donze land parcel was previously part of a much larger lot, 
which also included some or all of the current 426 Donze Avenue, 427 Anapamu Street, and 425 
Anapamu Street lots. Laguna’s rapid expansion in the early twentieth century was offset by the much 
slower growth during 1930 and 1950. 

The Laguna neighborhood is a mixed residential neighborhood that transitions to denser 
multifamily, institutional, and office uses closer to Santa Barbara Street and Downtown. The 
northeastern part of the Laguna neighborhood, between Victoria and Micheltorena Streets, north of 
Olive Street, is presently developed with single family dwellings, with some duplexes and multi-
family homes interspersed throughout the neighborhood. This area includes a large portion of the 
Lower Riviera Special Design District (Bungalow District). The General Plan land use designation 
for this area of Laguna is Medium Density Residential, 12 du/acre, consistent with the present R-2 
zoning. This area has seen a fair share of development (both residential and non-residential) as well 
as mixed use over the past twenty years. A large number of parcels between Garden and Salsipuedes 
Street (excluding the Bungalow District area) are developed with multiple units. However, there still 
remain parcels developed with single family homes that could possibly redevelop with multiple units 
in the future. 



On the west, as it transitions into 
Downtown, there are more mixed 
residential, commercial, and institutional 
developments. Because the neighborhood is 
within walking distance of both Downtown 
and the City’s industrial areas, and it is well 
served by MTD and the cross town shuttle, 
higher densities and mixed use structures are 
appropriate near the commercial corridors. 
Laguna contains a number of institutional 
uses including Santa Barbara High School, 
Santa Barbara Junior High School, Antioch 
University, the National Guard Armory, the 
city’s Community Development, Public 
Works and Park and Recreation Buildings, 
and the SB High School District offices. 
There is no elementary school in this 
neighborhood which would be beneficial for 
children and parents to access easily and not 
depend on a car. The neighborhood  
contains a number of senior and affordable 
public housing projects including Presidio 
Springs senior housing, the Laguna Cottages 
for seniors and Presidio Gardens family 
housing. Ortega Park is located in the 
neighborhood, however, Alice Keck Park 
Memorial Garden, Alameda Park, including 
Kids World, are nearby and also serve the 
Laguna neighborhood. 

 

Property Description: The single-story Craftsman Style house at 432 Donze Avenue is difficult to 
see from the street because of the tall, lush landscaping. A moderately pitched composition shingle 
Jerkinhead roof projects out from the front facade. There is also a front gable to the right of the 
Jerkinhead segment of the roof. The walls are made of clapboard siding. The entrance to the home is 
accessed through a trellis in the front yard which is entirely covered in greenery. The shallow, 
elevated front porch is contained within a shed roof, which is supported by a few narrow wood 
beams. There is a wood fence on the left side of the porch that is decorated in a diamond pattern. 
The front door, which is obscured behind a screen door, is a wood plank with a stained glass 
diamond inset into the upper portion. The windows, which are plentiful on the side elevations, are 
multi-paned, double-hung, and surrounded in wood trim. To the rear of the property there is a 
detached, single-car garage with matching clapboard siding. 

 
Significance: City of Santa Barbara establishes historical significance as provided by the Municipal 
Code, Section 30.157.025. Any historic building that meets one or more of the criteria  established  
for a City Landmark, or a City  Structure  of  Merit  can  be  considered significant. The structure 
may be significant as a Structure of  Merit per the following criteria: 

 
Historic Integrity: 



432 Donze Avenue is in good condition. The 
building conveys integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, feeling and association by 
being an example of the Craftsman Style in 
Santa Barbara and conveys 1929 appearance. 

 

Criteria 3. I t embodies the  distinctive 
ccccccccharachteristics      of       a       type,     period, 
 architectural style or method of construction, or   
represents   the   work   of   a   master, or 
 possesses high  artistic  or  historic  value, or 
 represents  a  significant  and distinguishable 
 collection whose individual components 
may lack distinction; ) 

 
 

Intent on rekindling the hand craft in 
the art of building, the Craftsman Style played  
a pivotal role in the architecture of the early 
1900s. It has left behind a legacy of beautiful 
and expressive details–especially in wood–that 
continue to inspire architects, builders, and 
homeowners. 

In response to the loss of human craft 
found in the Industrial Revolution, the  Arts 
and   Crafts   Movement  formed  in  England 

 
 
before soon spreading to the United States. It became known as the Craftsman Movement in 
America, utilizing local, natural materials, as well as simplicity of forms, originality, and hand-crafted 
detail. In 1901, the first issue of The Craftsman magazine was published by Gustav Stickley, a strong 
proponent of Craftsman furniture, textiles, and architecture. Architects such as Greene and Greene 
(who designed the Gamble House in Pasadena) and David Owen Dryden (responsible for many of 
the Craftsman Bungalows within San Diego’s Dryden Historic District) championed the Craftsman 
Style, helping it to become the most popular style of the early 1900s. 

The Craftsman Movement embodied great variety, from its Arts and Crafts English 
antecedents, to homes with an aesthetic reminiscent of oriental wood joinery, to the Craftsman 
Bungalow Style, which ennobled modest homes for a rapidly expanding American middle class. 
Eventually, they became so popular that Americans could order kits to build entire houses in the 
Craftsman Style. Craftsman homes are known for their intimate scale and intricate wooden details, 
gently layered over wood clapboards, shingles, stone, and bricks. The porches turn back time, 
providing a gentle transition between the outside world and the cozy spaces inside. They tend to 
fuse the wooden architectural detailing of Asia, the English Arts and Crafts Movement, and the 
essence of the Californian innovative spirit. 

In Santa Barbara the Craftsman house enjoyed a popularity that can still be seen today. From 
the  small  bungalow  to  the  large, almost grandiose house, Craftsman Style architecture thrived   in 



Santa Barbara. Craftsman Style architecture is found in the neighborhoods surrounding downtown, 
and the Bungalow Haven Historic District is home to the largest intact concentration of Craftsman 
bungalows in Santa Barbara. 

 
 
The Craftsman Movement utilized local, natural materials, simplicity in forms, originality, and hand-
crafted detail. The Craftsman Movement embodied great variety with the Arts and Crafts English 
antecedents, from homes with an aesthetic reminiscent of oriental wood joinery, to the Craftsman 
Bungalow style which ennobled modest homes for a rapidly expanding American middle class. In 
Santa Barbara the Craftsman house enjoyed a popularity that can still be seen today. From the small 
bungalow to the large, almost grandiose house, Craftsman architecture thrived in Santa Barbara. This 
structure may qualify under Criterion D due to the following character-defining features: 

 
● Roof: The home has a moderately pitched composition shingle Jerkinhead roof that projects 

out from the front facade. There is also a front gable to the right of the Jerkinhead segment 
of the roof. 

● Wall Materials: The walls are made of clapboard siding. In Santa Barbara, Craftsman 
structures typically have wood shingle and/or weatherboard siding with local sandstone 
sometimes used for piers, chimneys, and other detailing. 

● Windows: The windows, which are abundant on the side elevations, are multi-paned, 
double-hung, and surrounded in wood trim. Santa Barbara Craftsman homes often 
demonstrate intricate detailing in the upper sashes of double-hung wood windows with 
multiple lights divided in unique patterns that are sometimes the same pattern as found in  
the glazing of the front door. The front elevation often features a large window opening 
holding a set of  three windows: a large center windows flanked by two double-hung 
windows. 

● Trellis: The entrance to the home is accessed through a trellis in the front yard which is 
entirely covered in greenery. 

● Door Details: The front door, which is obscured behind a screen door, is a wood plank  
with a stained glass diamond inset into the upper portion. Craftsman doors feature a pattern 
or grid of small lights inset in the upper portion of the solid wood door. 
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