
 

 

 
 
June 27, 2022 
 
City of Santa Barbara 
Historical Landmarks Commission 
P.O. Box 1990 
Santa Barbara, California 93102-1990 
 
Subject: HLC consideration of historic designation of the State Street Median, Mission Street to Constance Avenue 

Dear Chair Grumbine and members, 

Up until the early twentieth century, the paved portion of State Street and the city limit line stopped at what is now Mission 
Street. By 1914, real estate developers for the new subdivisions on either side of State Street were eager to have State Street 
above Mission be paved. At the same time, an intense debate was occurring regarding parking automobiles in the middle of 
State Street, often called “hobbleskirt” parking as it mimicked women’s fashions at the time.  

As the debate continued about parking in the middle of Santa Barbara’s main street, Mr. Sherman Stow attended a 
November 1914 City Council meeting and identified himself as a representative of property owners above Mission Street. He 
requested permission to pave State Street from Mission Street to Constance since it would be cheaper than if the city did the 
paving. Stow’s group was willing to pave two eighteen-foot lanes, leaving the middle twenty feet unpaved for parking. A vote 
was taken with three City Council members vehemently against the parking in the center and four in favor of Mr. Stow’s 
request.  

As a result of this 4-to-3 vote, Public Works prepared engineering drawings, dated July 18, 1917, for construction of two 
single paved lanes on each side of a median strip with landscaping and palm trees. The landscaping in the median took years 
to appear, but the Pindo Palms, a tree native to Paraguay, were planted sometime before 1925. These trees are now about 
one hundred years old.  

What was earlier referred to sometimes as parking hobbleskirts is usually now called a landscape “parkway.”  The term 
“parkway” was coined in the 1860s by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux E. To this day, this term is not only used for 
landscape areas in the middle of the street but also in city ordinances to identify the landscape area between street curbs 
and gutters and the adjacent public sidewalk. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, there was considerable interest in the Garden Cities movement, which promoted 
communities surrounded by “greenbelts,” and the City Beautiful movement.  The farsighted work by local civic activists, such 
as Bernhard Hoffmann, the Community Arts Commission, Chamber of Commerce and others engaged in this Garden Cities 
movement, helped create this defining landscape feature as we see it today.   

We request consideration from the Historic Landmarks Commission to designate this landscape median as a cultural 
landscape landmark.  Please see attached Appendix A: Essay on State Street Median, from Mission Street to Constance 
Avenue History; Appendix B: Responses to UEA Survey and List of State Street property owners; Appendix C: Historical 
newspaper articles; and Appendix D: Photos. 

Sincerely, 

 

Fred L. Sweeney AIA, Chair Upper East Association Historic Resources Committee 
On behalf of Upper Eastside Association Board of Directors 
 
P.O. Box 30696, Santa Barbara, California 93105- www.sbuppereast.orgUpper East Association is a nonprofit mutual benefit 
corporation 501(C)(4) 
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Upper East Association Historic Resources Committee 
Essay for State Street Median, Mission Street to Constance Avenue 

Noted architectural historian, Dr. David Gebhard, in the book “Santa Barbara a Guide to El 
Pueblo Viejo,1” describes how city planning took root in Santa Barbara in the early part of the 
20th century. Santa Barbara’s urban design benefited from planners like Charles Cheney, Charles 
Mulford Robinson, and the Olmstead Brothers, as well as participation by private citizens 
planning groups, such as the Community Arts Association, including the Plans and Planting 
Committee, and the Chamber of Commerce.  

As Santa Barbara began to develop westward, de la Vina Street connected to Hollister Avenue, 
which later was renamed State Street. This was the original stagecoach path due to impassible 
Mission Creek boulders blocking State Street.  That is why the westerly portion of State Street is 
locally referred to as “outer State Street,” with Mission Creek the unofficial boundary between 
outer and upper State Street.  

Interestingly, as late as 1924, consulting transportation planners thought Santa Barbara Street 
would be easier to cross Mission Creek to intersect with de la Vina at Alamar Avenue, but this 
option was not pursued.2 

By the early teens of the 20th century, the developing city of Santa Barbara basically ended at 
Mission Street. A historical report3 prepared for a home at 2227 State Street, built in 1922, shows 
few structures existing in the area above Mission Street.  The approved subdivisions were the 
“Van Vactor and Myers Tract,” and the "Mission Hill Addition,” both of which created lots for 
individual sale and designated streets above Mission Street as First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth 
and Sixth (now Constance Avenue). The dates of these tract maps are March 4, 1874, superseded 
by tract maps recorded in 1888, 1906 and 1923.   

By 1914, the real estate developers for these subdivisions sought to have the portion of State 
Street above Mission paved. Local newspaper records show that intense debates occurred 
regarding parking automobiles in the middle of State Street, termed “hobbleskirts,” a prerogative 
term coined after the fashion of women’s skirts narrowed at the ankle, thus ‘hobbling” their 
walking.  Especially controversial were hobbleskirts in the downtown retail business portion of 
State Street between Sola and Arrellaga Streets where the medians made it difficult for cars to 
maneuver. Developers of the area above Mission Street to Constance proposed parking in the 
middle of the State Street, which was later modified to allow vehicles to turn-around at the end 

 
1 Dr. Gebhard’s essay appeared in the 1986 and 2016 editions of “Santa Barbara a Guide to El Pueblo 
Viejo.” 
2 Cheney, C. M., and Olmsted Brothers, “Major Traffic Street Plan: Boulevard and Park System for Santa 
Barbara, California”. Adopted by the City Planning Commission, September 30, 1924 and the Board of 
Park Commissioners, November 20, 1924. On file, Santa Barbara Public Library, Santa Barbara, CA.). 
3 Hernandez, Nicole and Stuzin, Devin, “Historic Significance Report for 2227 State Street,” Historic 
Landmarks Commission, Santa Barbara, CA. 
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of each block, so that cars would not have to go all the way to the end of State Street at 
Constance Avenue.  

In March of 1917, the Santa Barbara Morning Press describes petitions being circulated within 
the community to remove hobbleskirt parking from the retail area of State Street below Mission 
Street.  To the disappointment of some who wanted to save the landscaped parking median on 
State below Arrellaga Street, the Council established a policy that no hobbleskirts would be 
constructed in commercial zones.  Discussions at City Council about what to do with the paving 
of State Street above Mission Street ranged widely from providing herringbone parking in the 
middle of the street, to parking on both sides of the street.  

However, in 19174, construction documents from the City Public Works Department show a 
median with landscaped areas between the blocks on State Street from Mission Street to 
Constance Avenue. What was referred to as a parking “hobbleskirt” was newly defined as 
landscaped “parkway.”  This appears to be a local effort to beautify a neighborhood before there 
were established community plans, zoning codes, standards for streets or design review 
processes. 

The term “parkway” was coined in the 1860s by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux as 
part of their recommendation to the Borough of Brooklyn to introduce wide tree-lined 
boulevards in residential neighborhoods. Those wide boulevards created vehicle surfaces for the 
new automobiles on each side of a center landscape area with a “roadbed” in the middle for 
horse-drawn carriages. That term then became commonly used to describe landscape areas that 
were part of a street system. To this day, this term is not only used for middle of a street’s 
landscape area, but also in city ordinances to identify the landscape area between street curbs and 
gutters and the adjacent public sidewalk.5   

The importance of awarding contracts to pave and landscape this portion of “upper State Street”6 
is that it provided a visual beautification of a new residential neighborhood at the top end of the 
city in the early 20th century.  To date, there are ten residences and the Congressional Church 
located adjacent to the median that have been designated as historic structures.   

The State Street landscaped median above Mission Street is a defining characteristic of early 
twentieth-century city planning movements.  This includes the Garden Cities Movement, which 
promoted communities surrounded by “green belts”, and the City Beautiful Movement, where 
cities introduced beauty and monumental grandeur, exemplified by Chicago’s Columbian 
Exposition.  Santa Barbara’s State Street median represents the community’s desire to create an 
ideal residential area, enhanced with formal landscape in this tree-lined neighborhood.  

These two planning movements came just a few years before Santa Barbara changed from a 
street grid town of Victorian-dominated architecture to the Spanish Andalusian influence of neo-

 
4 Drawings were signed by A.B. Book and dated July 18, 2017 
5 ”Frederick Law Olmsted, Designing the American Landscape” by Charles E. Beveridge. 
6 See March 1917 Santa Barbara Daily News and the Morning Press. 
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Spanish Colonial, much as a consequence of the devastating 1925 earthquake. It was an 
architectural style that already had begun to dominate Santa Barbara’s landscape and 
architecture, thanks in part to the early Plans and Planting Committee and the nation’s first 
Architectural Board of Review. The City of Santa Barbara was expressing its intention to 
become a city known for extraordinary architectural and landscape design.  

Credit to those who embraced the City Beautiful Movement can be widely shared. They include 
the Community Arts Association who hired the noted planner Charles Cheney to prepare 
building and zoning ordinances and develop architectural controls for the city. It includes civic 
leaders from the Santa Barbara Chamber of Commerce7. Another prominent leader identified in 
the City Beautiful Movement is City Parks Commission Chairman, A. Boyd Doremus, who was 
the Park Superintendent from 1902 to 1920, and transformed the waterfront into a palm-lined 
promenade, landscaped Plaza del Mar into a Mediterranean-style promenade, planted street trees, 
and improved parks and public spaces.  

We would like to recognize these persons, as well as many city staff, for developing a parkway, 
rather than a parking strip, on State Street between Mission Street and Constance Avenue.  

 

 

 
7 The importance of Chamber of Commerce on street beautification projects is described in William 
Everett’s 1968 Noticias Vol XV. No. 1, “Santa Barbara Street Transportation.” 
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Notes on Gledhill Library Research of News Articles 

o Page 3 - Flying A Studios, bounded by Chapala Steet (bottom of photo), Mission Street 
(right of photo) and State Street (top of Photo), ca. 1916. 

o Page 4 - This is the first public notice that the developers and owners on the above 
Mission Street requesting city council permission to pave portions of State Street to 
Constance Avenue (where city land development stopped). The developer and 
property owners. This then led to a lengthy discussion by the council and mayor 
about “hobbleskirt parking” already on State Street between Arlington Avenue and 
Arrellaga Streets.  11-25-1914 

o Page 5 - At the continued request of Mr. Stow representing the group from above 
Mission Street to have the that portion of State Street paved. Mayor Frank Smith 
broke a tie of the Council vote to allow parking in the middle of the street (hobble-
skirt parking). Mr. Stow did indicate that the property owners would be willing to 
pay for the paving contract, because the city’s estimate was too expensive. 11-26-
1914 

o Page 6 - This article describes competing opinions about having parking in the 
middle of State Street from Mission to Contance or not having such “hobbleskirt 
parking”.  3-1-1917 

o Page 7 - The City Council devises a compromise for parking in the middle of 
residential streets but not allowing it in business areas.  3-2-1917 

o Page 8 - Although the article is not clear, this appears that the City Council meeting 
chose to move ahead with paving upper State Street from Mission to Constance 
without parking in the center.  3-2-1917 

o Page 9 - The pressure by residents above Mission Street in what becomes the Upper 
East allows the city to begin work on paving this portion of State Street. City public 
works engineer developments such construction documents by July 18, 1917.  3-3-1917 

o Page 10 - In March of 1917, controversy still continues about parking cars in the 
middle of State Street, particularly near downtown.  3-8-1917 

o Page 11 - This article explains the origin of the term “hobbleskirts” as it relates to 
parking in the middle of a street. It also is a discussion by authorities asking the press 
stop using such term.  3-11-1917 

o Page 12 - This article describes the details that begin to emerge about paving State 
Street above Mission.  5-4-1917 

o Page 13 – More discussion of the situation concerning paving upper State Street, 
including that some referred to it as a “boulevard.”  5-18-1917 

o Page 14 - This is the first announcement that construction for paving upper State 
Street between Mission and Constance had begun.  10-17-1917 

o Page 15 - By this time the paving of upper State is already underway, including 
description of the middle of street concrete curbs forming the planting areas that 
become the landscaped median strip.  2-10-1918 
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o Page 16 - This ca. 1916 photograph specifically shows a portion of State Street 
adjacent to the Flying A Studios which northerly/easterly boundary fronts on State 
and Mission Street. Clearly identifiable are the Pindo Palms planted in the 
landscaping strip. Also, it is clear there is “dirt” on each side of the paved driving 
lanes in the street. 

o Page 17 – SB News-Press article written by Stella Haverland Rouse about the history 
of hobbleskirts, the role of park board president Dr. A Boyd Doremus and the 
controversies surrounding this issue.  3-7- 1982 

o Page 18 - This photograph (ca. 1930) shows Constance Avenue as it makes its curve 
which then becomes Garden Street as it passes Santa Barbara Street. At the bottom 
right-hand side of the photo, you will see the “cliffs” that bounded Constance 
Avenue and Mission Street. The property that these “cliffs” are a part of is what 
became the Presbyterian Church and the development of condominiums on a new 
street called El Vedado Lane in the 1970’s. These “cliffs” for many years were the 
impediment to having continue through to the intersection of Alamar and what is 
now out State Street until after 1940. 
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Attached is a photo from Santa Barbara Historical Museum Book, The Flying A studios. You can see State 
Street at the top of the photo with the median/parkway already built with the palm trees in the 
center.  The photo is attributed to Santa Barbara Historian Walker A. Thompkins, but indicates it was 
taken shortly after the “Big Glass” studio was completed in 1916.  But we know that the actual 
construction drawings prepared by the city public works department were not completed until July of 
1917 which means the construction didn’t start until after that date.  The parkways have the contractors 
name stamped into the side of the curbs as Fairchild Gilmore. A complete map of Santa Barbara’s roads 
and streets prepared as a part of a booklet report prepared by Cheney. C.M. and Olmsted Brothers (sons 
of Fredrick Law Olmsted who designed NYC Central Park) in 1924 which does show a proposal to extend 
Santa Barbara Street across Mission Creek and connect up to San Roque Road at an angle across what is 
now where Peabody school is located.  That map also shows no proposed extension of State Street 
across Mission Creek. 

 

Flying A Studios, bounded by Chapala Steet (bottom of photo), Mission Street (right of photo) and 
State Street (top of Photo), ca. 1916. 
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Santa Barbara Daily News, Nov. 25, 1914 
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Upper State Street 
To Have Parking 
Strip in Middle 
Mayor’s Vote Was Required 
in Order to Grant the Request 
Special Charter Election Will 
Be Called for Next Week 
Mayor Frank Smith was 
yesterday called upon to decide 
a tie in the matter of permitting 
property owners on upper State 
Street, between Mission Street 
and Constance Avenue, to pave 
eighteen feet on either side, 
permitting fora twenty-foot 
parking strip in the middle. 
Sherman Stowe appeared, 
representing the property 
owners, stating that the cost 
would be too great under the 
original plan and that non-
resident owners would not 
agree to it. It is believed that by 
adopting the same 
specifications as used on the 
Goleta paving and reducing 
the width it will be easier 
to secure the consent of all. The 
contract is to be assumed by 
the property owners. 
Basil Fox objected to the central 
park strip, as he was afraid it 
would interfere with traffic. 
Two of the other councilmen 
voted with him. 
Engage Special Talent  
City Attorney Butcher presented 
the request of the water board 
that special counsel be engaged 
to assist in the water suit, which 
starts next week. The firm 
engaged is Bordwell & 

Matthews of Los Ang. The 
retainer is $lOOO, and of 
paramount importance. If the 
water board and attorney need 
assistance we should give them 
what they ask for. The 
authorization was then made. It 
is understood that George 
Gould will also assist in the 
defense. Charter Election 
.John B. Henck appeared before 
the council asking as to what 
possible action would be taken 
in regard to calling the charter 
election, an Initiative petition 
having been filed. Mr. Butcher 
explained the ordinance would 
probably be ready for the next 
meeting. The city will be divided 
into eleven precincts, and while 
it was suggested yesterday that 
volunteers be secured as 
election officials, this did not 
meet with general approval 
In all probability help will be en- 
gaged. 
There will very likely be two 
sets of nominees for the board 
of freeholders, also the 
proposition to amend the 
present charter. Nomination 
petitions will be filed. One set 
will ho for the commission 
form, while the other will repre- 
sent a more conservative form. 
The voters will have to be 
educated to distinguish 
between the two, as under the 
law all candidates will be listed 
on the ballot in alphabetical 
order. 
The council is expected to take 
final action on the calling of the 
election next Thursday, and the 
date will be sometime in 
January, as the result will have 

to be ratified at the next session 
of the legislature. 
Cacique Retaining Wall Tom 
Garland, street superintendent, 
gave it as his opinion that the 
retaining wall at the Cacique 
Street bridge would topple over 
into the bed of the stream. This 
wall was recently constructed. 
Mr. Garland stated that he had 
this week observed the wall had 
given way 11 inches and he 
seemed to believe that anything 
but permanency was assured. 
The matter will immediately be 
investigated by the street 
committee. 
Mr. Butcher reported that Dr. C. 
C. Park a few years ago had 
given an ambulance to the city 
with the understanding that 
worthy poor should be 
conveyed in it without cost. It 
was stated that a private 
concern was using it for 
its own means. This is to be in- 
estimated by Councilmen 
Johnson, Janney, and Mr. 
Butcher. 
The council changed the 
Alameda Padre Serra grade 
from the end of the car line to 
Moreno Road, thence to Grand 
Avenue and on Grand Avenue, 
and all street intersections. This 
means that it will take another 
thirty days before the resolution 
of intention can be adopt- ed 
for the Valerio Street work the 
council decided to reject the 
bids for two automobiles and 
re- advertised 
 
Santa Barbara Morning 
Press, November 26, 1914 
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Santa Barbara Morning Press, March 1, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Daily News, March 2, 1917 
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COUNCIL PLANS CONSTRUCTION 
Of STATE STREET PARKING 
Action Gives Rise to Talk About 
Calling Referendum Election 
 

When the city council yesterday afternoon decided upon the removal of the parking stripe in the middle of State 
Street, from Sola to Micheltorena, it probably revived an old issue in a manner that will have interesting results.   
That the parking will be removed without further contest can hardly tie expected, and there were rumors afloat 
after the meeting that a referendum election would be called if that course should prove a last resort. 
 
There was a great deal said for and against so-called "Hobbleskirt" park, and while the majority in the council was a 
hare one. it was noted that no one rose outside the railing advocating the removal of the park. On the other hand, 
there were many protests against favorable action on a petition that had been presented. This petition was started 
by Frank W. Whitney, a former mayor, and signers to it were generally secured. 
 
E. A. Gilbert and William Wyles, of the park board, spoke against the destruction of the park, as did John B. Henck 
and J. S. Catlin, the latter representing the Congregational church, which fronts on this park. The motion that was 
passed provides that the city engineer should prepare plans and specifications for the removal of the park. The 
vote was: For Fox, Page, Nielsen and Price: against Ashcraft, George and McDermott. This park was installed during 
the administration of Clio Lloyd at a cost of $l5OO. It would cost about $l2OO to remove it. The main objection to It 
is that it interferes with increasing traffic. The proponents of the park say it is a thing of beauty and just what is 
now being done in many cities throughout the country. 
 
Park Upper State 
 
Previous to this action the council had before it the paving and proposed parking strip in State street, from Mission 
to Constance avenue. There was a virtually unanimous petition favoring this, nevertheless it was only by a bare 
majority that it was decided to instruct the city engineer to prepare plans, in both instances, Frank Price, who 
votes last, cast the deciding ballot. The principal spokesman for the project was Otto Hansen, who had circulated 
the petition. 
 
Contracts Awarded 
 
Bids were opened and contracts awarded for the following street improvements: Paving Anacapa 
street, from Haley to Mason, to municipal Improvement company, whose bid was $16,161.62; grading 
curb and gutter of…. 
 
Santa Barbara Morning Press, March 2, 1917 
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   Rally To Save the Park 

 
 

Santa Barbara Morning Press, March 3, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Morning Press, March 8, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Morning Press, March 11, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Morning  
Press, May 4, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Morning 
Press May 18, 1917 
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Santa Barbara Morning Press, October 17, 
1917 
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Santa Barbara Daily News, 
February 10, 1918 
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Flying “A” Studio aerial Photo from 1916 showing State Street in the upper portion of this photo which 
shows the Pindo Palms, Cocos Australis (later reclassified as Cocos capitata), a native of Paraguay, ca. 
1916.
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Santa Barbara News-Press, March 7, 1982 
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This photograph shows Constance Avenue as it makes its curve which then becomes Garden Street as it 
passes Santa Barbara Street. At the bottom right-hand side of the photo, you will see the “cliffs” that 
bounded Constance Avenue and Mission Street. The property that these “cliffs” are a part of is what 
became the Presbyterian Church and the development of condominiums on a new street called El 
Vedado Lane in the 1970’s. These “cliffs” for many years were the impediment to having continue 
through to the intersection of Alamar and what is now out State Street until after 1940. 
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Looking up State Street and Mission, 2022. 

 

Corner of State Street and Mission Street. 2022 
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The corner of State and Padre, The Congregational Church, 2022. 

 

The corner of State and Islay looking down towards downtown Santa Barbara, 2022. 
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State Street looking up from Islay, 1011. 

 

The corner of State and Pueblo Street, 2022  
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State and Junipero Streets, 2022. 

 

State and Quinto Streets, 2022. 
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State Street and Constance Avenue, 2022. 

 

Upper State Street typical mid-block “turn around,” 2022.  
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Corner of State Street and Constance Avenue, Santa Barbara First Presbyterian Church, 2022. 

 

Looking toward State and Alamar and “outer State Street,” 2022. 

 



Column1

 I'm a Santa Barbara native, who has lived in this neighborhood for over seventy years.  The medium on State 

Street has always defined the residential area of the upper East and should stay as a permanent reminder of our 

history.

A very important transition from the commercial section of SB to the residential that needs to remain and be 

kept beautiful.

Absolutely! Why change beauty and character.

Absolutely!!!

Enthusiastic yes!

Let's do it before the Bicycle Master Project #23 (State Street Phase 3), from the list of "Recommended" Projects 

might come forward. Note, there's 35 projects on the recommend project list. #23 is Mission to Calle Real on 

State, green lanes. Also includes two roundabouts more on our end of State (think it's the State/De La Vina 

intersection, and one more - could be Alamar or Constance. State St. would become one lane. Think those 

"intersection modifications" below are the roundabouts. I watched a number of meetings on this back in 2016 or 

2015/2016. At the time the individual projects were not all described in detail, so I don't know if the parking on 

State (Mission to Constance) would be removed or not. It's pretty obvious green paint doesn't cost $8,000,000 

(either in 2016 or 2021 dollars). (note, there's a bike lane on Chapala between Mission and Constance, where 

the street was changed to one lane of traffic a few years back)

From the Plan, pg. 65 "Add pavement coloring (green lanes) along State Street between Mission and Calle Real 

and add bike lanes between Constance and De La Vina (necessitates intersection modifications)

State (Mission-Calle Real)

 3.2 mi $8,000,000

Good idea.

I agree this is a special area of State Street.  Wish we could get the shops north of State Street to enhance their 

appearance.  Thank you all for what you do!  

I say yes with grave concerns that administrators pay more attention to aesthetic appeal than public safety. 

There are no roads designated for evacuation in earthquake or fire emergencies and so many roads have been 

narrowed to beautify the city. I know it's off topic but relates to the median strip on State Street. 

It has always amazed me that Americans who will spend a fortune to travel to Europe so they can walk the 

streets of charming cities like Paris, London and Rome where thing like leafy median strips, car-free avenues for 

strolling, and welcoming city squares that create a kind of civic embrace -- but as soon as they get home all that 

matters is stripping down everything old and charming to save 'my tax dollars'. That was the sentiment behind 

the obnoxious proposal to tear down the stone bridges over Mission Creek. That is the sentiment to get rid of 

the medians. In fact, they should be EXPANDED. For aesthetics and SAFETY all the way down State Street! 

Pedestrians before cars. Our streets are too crowded. Trolleys before raceways! Europe is forcing cars out of 

their downtowns. We should do the same!

Keep it as is. Makes the pedestrian crossing safer. Prevents maddening and dangerous left turns into driveways. 

of course this should be preserved and maintained. 



Preserving the median strip: (1) has no additional cost; provides important traffic calming functions while 

allowing for full bike lane use; and (3) is a wonderful reminder of long ago, when the City of SB literally "ended" 

at Constance Street, with mostly lemon orchards and no commercial development beyond Constance.

State Street is a "main transportation corridor" which is where state housing mandates encourage the 

development of high rise and high density housing. This  would require the destruction of this signature and 

historic landscape feature in our Upper East neighborhood.  Protect it now and forever, by all means possible.  It 

is currently threatened.

Thanks for taking this survey.

The current landscaped median strip should be protected to maintain the current feel of the neighborhood. Also 

allows pedestrians and cyclists a safe environment when crossing the street.

The HLC is frankly obstructionist and to be avoided at every opportunity.

The landscaped median is an asset. However, I think that the height of the plants creates some visual 

obstruction.  Turning left from State St toward Anacapa, for example (which I do almost daily), I am always a bit 

anxious about whether there might be an oncoming car visually blocked by the plants.  This is probably not an 

issue for tall people, but it is for shorter people.

The median landscript strips are part of teh unique aspect of the Upper east and should be preserved.  They 

should be maintained  in a  way that  that keeps them low enough to see over when driving west to east across 

State on the cross streets.  

The median strip defines the area with a calming garden attraction from the roadway.  It needs to be maintained 

and protected as it gives the area a distinction that does not exist elsewhere. Imagine State Street without it.

The median strip is not only a historic element of the State Street corridor but a vibrant green space as well.

the strip is fine as is. No need to alter a bit of green. Not sure why this should not be automatically protected. 

This designation  is VERY important!

This median is a defining characteristic of these few blocks and should be protected.

This strip adds great beauty to Santa Barbara. 

We would be devastated to have this landscaped median strip demolished.

What makes you think that removing the median would ever come up? State Street is one lane in each direction 

from Mission to downtown. Why would the City choose to add a lane for those six blocks?

If you're proposing this designation for reasons of prestige that's fine. But it serves no practical purpose that I 

can see. The City is replacing two-lane streets with one-lane in a number of places -- Chapala, Anacapa, De La 

Vina.

Whatever it takes to preserve it.

Why change it?  Good the way it is!

Why would anyone vote no?




