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OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR

RESOLUTION TO RE-AFFIRM THE CITY’S RESPONSE TO
FEDERAL IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

Fire and Police Commission March 26, 2026
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Purpose of the Resolution

- Reaffirm Santa Barbara’s commitment to community safety
and public trust as a result of recent community concerns

- Explain the City’s response to federal civil immigration
enforcement

- Re-state compliance with California law including the
California Values Act

- Inform the community regarding the role of the Santa
Barbara Police Department (SBPD)
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Legal and Policy Framework
- California Values Act limits local participation in civil immigration
enforcement

- Federal immigration enforcement is under the sole jurisdiction of the
Federal government

- Federal statutes criminalize interference and obstruction of federal
immigration enforcement actions by local police agencies and others

- Local governments cannot be compelled to enforce federal
regulatory programs

- SBPD policies emphasize fair, dignified, and humane treatment of all
residents regardless of immigration status
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Key Components of the Draft Resolution

- Protection of personal data collected through City
operations and contracted agencies

- Restrictions on the use of City facilities for civil
immigration enforcement

- Regional collaboration with other California
municipalities

- Reaffirmation of Santa Barbara’s community values
and inclusiveness
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Role of the Santa Barbara Police Department

- Maintain public safety and protect
life and property

- Preserve peace and reduce
escalation during federal operations

- Do not participate in civil
immigration enforcement activities

- Act only within the limits established
by state and federal law
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Incorporated Council and Community Feedback

- Community events and planned gatherings
- Election safety and interference
- City response on City property

- Public information on complaint process for
misconduct by federal agencies

- Public facility signage
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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