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OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
RESOLUTION AND STATEMENT OF VALUES TO RE-AFFIRM 
THE CITY’S RESPONSE TO FEDERAL IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 

City Council March 10, 2026
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RE-AFFIRMATION OF THE SANTA 
BARBARA POLICE DEPARTMENT AND 
CHIEF KELLY GORDON’S COMMITMENT TO 
SAFETY AND RESPECT
Values Statement
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DRAFT RESOLUTION PROMOTING 
COMMUNITY SAFETY, DIVERSITY, AND 
PUBLIC TRUST THROUGH LOCALLY 
GUIDED PRACTICES IN RESPONSE TO 
FEDERAL IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT
For Consideration by Council
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Purpose of the Resolution
• Reaffirm Santa Barbara’s commitment to community safety 

and public trust as a result of recent community concerns
• Explain the City’s response to federal civil immigration 

enforcement
• Re-state compliance with California law including the 

California Values Act
• Inform the community regarding the role of the Santa 

Barbara Police Department (SBPD)
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Legal and Policy Framework
• California Values Act limits local participation in civil immigration 

enforcement
• Federal immigration enforcement is under the sole jurisdiction of the 

Federal government
• Federal statutes criminalize interference and obstruction of federal 

immigration enforcement actions by local police agencies and others
• Local governments cannot be compelled to enforce federal 

regulatory programs
• SBPD policies emphasize fair, dignified, and humane treatment of all 

residents regardless of immigration status
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Key Components of the Draft Resolution
• Protection of personal data collected through City 

operations and contracted agencies
• Restrictions on the use of City facilities for civil 

immigration enforcement
• Regional collaboration with other California 

municipalities
• Reaffirmation of Santa Barbara’s community values 

and inclusiveness



SantaBarbaraCA.gov

Role of the Santa Barbara Police Department
• Maintain public safety and protect 

life and property
• Preserve peace and reduce 

escalation during federal operations
• Do not participate in civil 

immigration enforcement activities
• Act only within the limits established 

by state and federal law
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Implementation and Public Communication
• Public guidance explaining 

the City’s policies
• Clear explanation of SBPD’s 

limited role during federal 
immigration operations

• Transparency to support 
community understanding 
and trust
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
For Consideration by Council
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Policy Clarifications for Council Consideration

• Additional safety and communication protocols
• Improved transparency and reporting 

mechanisms
• Guidance for City staff and community members
• Public information and education regarding 

rights and processes

Community Feedback 
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Community Event Safety Protocols
• Establish safety protocols if 

federal immigration officers 
appear at community events 
or festivals

• Clarify coordination between 
event organizers, SBPD, 
and City staff

• Prioritize crowd safety and 
de-escalation
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Rapid Response Communication
• Develop clear communication 

protocols between the City and 
local immigrant rapid response 
networks

• Ensure information sharing 
while maintaining accuracy and 
legal compliance
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Public Alerts of ICE Activity
• Consider legal procedures 

for sharing verified alerts 
regarding immigration 
enforcement activity

• Focus on public safety, 
transparency, and avoiding 
misinformation
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Public Education on Enforcement Authority
• Provide clear information on 

what federal immigration 
officers can and cannot 
legally do

• Distribute guidance through 
City communication channels 
and community partners
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Transparency and Reporting
• Improve access to data 

information sharing
through SBPD
Transparency Portal

• Consider including in 
quarterly reporting to the Fire 
and Police Commission
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Excessive Force Considerations
• Clarify the role of SBPD if 

excessive force is observed 
during federal operations

• Ensure actions remain 
consistent with legal 
authority and public safety 
responsibilities
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Complaint Process for Federal Misconduct
• Provide information on how residents may 

file complaints to State and Federal 
agencies such as the State Attorney 
General and the U.S. Department
of Justice
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Election Safety and Non-Interference
• Research and develop 

lawful safety protocols 
during local elections

• Ensure voters can 
participate safely 
without intimidation
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ICE Presence on City Property
• Define staff roles and 

procedures if immigration 
enforcement occurs on 
City-owned property

• Ensure actions remain 
consistent with state law
and City policy that do not 
expose staff to criminal liability
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Enhance Communication to City Council
• Establish procedures for 

informing Council about 
incidents involving 
police and immigration 
enforcement

• Promote transparency 
and accountability
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Public Facility Signage
• Consider signage at public facilities 

identifying spaces where federal 
civil immigration enforcement is not 
permitted without proper legal 
authorization (e.g. an Order from a 
Judge)

• Review models such as signage 
used by the City of Seattle
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Staff Recommendation
That Council:

A. Re-Affirm the City’s previously adopted Resolution 
Condemning Aggressive and Nontransparent Federal 
Immigration Enforcement Tactics and Reaffirming the 
City’s Commitment to the California Values Act and to 
Providing a Safe and Welcoming Community for All 
Residents, Visitors and Workers;

22



SantaBarbaraCA.gov

Staff Recommendation
That Council:

B. Receive a statement of values that re-affirms the 
commitment of the Santa Barbara Police Department 
to community policing and protecting the life and safety 
of all residents regardless of immigration status; and

C. Discuss draft resolution and continue this item for 
further community input and revisions.  
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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