CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE: Tuesday, March 10, 2026

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM: City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT: Resolution and Statement of Values to Re-Affirm the City’s Response

to Federal Immigration Enforcement Activities and Commitment to
Community Policing [Resolution]

RECOMMENDATION: That Council:

A. Re-Affirm the City’s previously adopted Resolution Condemning Aggressive and
Nontransparent Federal Immigration Enforcement Tactics and Reaffirming the
City’s Commitment to the California Values Act and to Providing a Safe and
Welcoming Community for All Residents, Visitors, and Workers;

B. Receive a statement of values that re-affirms the commitment of the Santa Barbara
Police Department in community policing and protecting the life and safety of all
residents regardless of immigration status; and

C. Adopt, by reading of title only, a Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa
Barbara Promoting Community Safety, Diversity, and Public Trust Through Locally
Guided Practices in Response to Federal Immigration Enforcement.

DISCUSSION:

Background

Federal immigration enforcement operations by United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) have caused significant disruption in the City of Santa Barbara and
the surrounding region. ICE’s detainment of individuals in public spaces, commercial
establishments, schools, and places of work have created instability, chaos and fear.
These events have also caused negative economic and social impacts on the community.
Fewer people are accessing critical community services and programs, avoiding
commercial and retail establishments, and not participating in public events and festivals.
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Mayor and Council, along with City leadership and staff, are regularly coordinating and
collaborating with community leaders and organizations that are working tirelessly to
protect and support our impacted community members.

The City of Santa Barbara hosted a Town Hall Meeting on July 15, 2025, at the Franklin
Neighborhood Center for the purpose of providing a local public forum to address
concerns regarding federal immigration enforcement activities that had recently occurred
in the City. During this meeting, as well as subsequent collaborative dialogue with
community leaders, several action items were requested that would demonstrate the
City’s support for our immigrant communities and the local organizations that are working
to address emergent needs.

On July 31, 2025, a Special Meeting was held where City Council took action on these
items including:

(1) Authorized the City Attorney to file a petition to intervene in the class action lawsuit
in the United States District Court for the Central District of California titled Vasquez
Perdomo et al v. Noem et al, which challenges federal immigration enforcement
tactics alleged to have created a chilling effect within immigrant communities,
discouraging individuals from accessing essential services, participating in the local
economy, and engaging in everyday community activities, resulting in broader
economic and social impacts on the region;

(2) Adopted a Resolution Condemning Aggressive and Nontransparent Federal
Immigration Enforcement Tactics and Reaffirming the City’s Commitment to the
California Values Act and to Providing a Safe and Welcoming Community for All
Residents, Visitors, and Workers;

(3) Provided direction to staff on the allocation of $500,000 in support of immigrant-
serving organizations; and

(4) Adopted changes to the City of Santa Barbara Legislative Platform that enabled the
Mayor and Council to advocate on behalf of immigrant communities on legislation at
the State and Federal level.

Since that time, federal immigration enforcement operations have continued to take place
in the City of Santa Barbara that have negatively impacted the sense of safety and
security of our residents and led to physical harm. It has also resulted in a number of
questions and concerns regarding the ability of the Santa Barbara Police Department
(SBPD) to intervene in protecting the life and safety of our residents and preventing
excessive use of force.

Therefore, City staff, in collaboration with our community leaders and local immigrant-
serving organizations, are proposing the adoption of a new resolution that promotes
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community safety, diversity, and public trust through locally guided practices in response
to federal immigration enforcement. Police Chief Kelly Gordon and the Santa Barbara
Police Department are also sharing a statement that re-affirms the Department’'s
commitment to safety and respect for all of our residents regardless of immigration status.
The Resolution and statement will be published and distributed by Friday, March 6.

Key Provisions of the Proposed Resolution

The proposed Resolution establishes locally guided practices intended to maintain public
safety, protect civil rights, and reinforce public trust.

(1) Data Privacy and Non-Cooperation
The Resolution clarifies that City departments, officers, employees, and
contractors will not voluntarily disclose personal information obtained through City
operations to federal immigration authorities for purposes of civil immigration
enforcement unless required by federal or state law or pursuant to a valid judicial
warrant, subpoena, or court order.

(2) Use of City Facilities
The Resolution provides that City-owned or City-leased facilities will not be used
for federal civil immigration enforcement activities, including investigative or
detention operations, except when required by law or pursuant to a valid judicial
warrant or court order.

(3) Regional Cooperation
The City may collaborate with other California municipalities and public agencies
to share information and best practices related to maintaining public safety,
protecting civil rights, and ensuring compliance with state law governing local
participation in federal immigration enforcement activities.

(4) Community Values
The Resolution reaffirms the City’s longstanding commitment to diversity,
inclusion, and community trust, recognizing the important cultural, social, and
economic contributions of immigrant residents and workers in Santa Barbara. The
City further affirms that residents should be able to report crimes, seek services,
and interact with local government without fear that such interactions will lead to
immigration enforcement consequences.

Role of the Santa Barbara Police Department during Federal Enforcement Operations

The Resolution also clarifies the role of the Santa Barbara Police Department when
federal immigration enforcement activities occur within the City. SBPD’s role during such
operations is limited to maintaining public safety and preserving the peace. Officers may
take reasonable actions necessary to protect life and property, including traffic control,
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establishing safety perimeters, responding to emergencies, providing medical or
emergency assistance, and documenting incidents related to public safety.

SBPD officers may also take reasonable and lawful actions to prevent violence and
reduce the risk of escalation between federal officers and members of the public. When
appropriate, officers may clarify that their presence is solely for public safety purposes
and that SBPD does not enforce federal civil immigration law except as required by law.
Consistent with the California Values Act, SBPD will not participate in joint operations,
investigations, or enforcement activities whose primary purpose is civil immigration
enforcement, nor will the Department voluntarily provide information, personnel, or
equipment for such activities except where required by law or pursuant to a valid judicial
warrant or court order.

Chief Kelly Gordon and the Santa Barbara Police Department will also provide a
statement reaffirming the Department’'s commitment to community policing and to
protecting the life and safety of all residents regardless of immigration status.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

There is no direct financial impact from the recommended actions. City leadership and
staff are continuing to meet with local organizations to address misinformation, concerns
and fears as well as responding to resource requests through in-kind contributions and/or
public-private partnerships.

ATTACHMENT: 1. Statement of the Santa Barbara Police Department and Chief
Kelly’s Gordon Commitment to Safety and Respect (to be
uploaded on Friday, March 6, 2026)
2. Resolution (to be uploaded on Friday, March 6, 2026)

PREPARED

SUBMITTED BY: Barbara Andersen, Sr. Assistant to the City Administrator
John Doimas, City Attorney
Kelly Gordon, Chief of Police

APPROVED BY: Kelly R. McAdoo, City Administrator



