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RIPA Recap
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Assembly Bill 953 - Took Effect January 1, 2016

RIPA Required all Law Enforcement Agencies in the State 
to “collect perceived demographic and other detailed data 
regarding pedestrian and traffic stops.” 

Effort to Help Eliminate Racial and Identity Profiling by Law 
Enforcement

“Data Elements” Collected on Applicable Stops, Detentions, 
Searches and Arrests

Data Reported to U.S. Department of Justice Annually 
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Reason for the Stop

Actions Taken During the Stop

Search Information

Result of the Stop

Race or Ethnicity

Gender

Sexual Orientation
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Santa Barbara City Demographics
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SBPD Officer Demographics
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Demographic Comparison
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SBPD Gender Demographics
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Tests for Disparities
Residential Population Comparison

• Comparing Stop Data to 
Residential Population Data

• Common Method of Analysis

• Analysis Assumes the Distribution 
of Who is Stopped Likely 
Resembles the Demographics of 
Region

Outcome Comparison

• Comparing Stop Outcome Data 
Across Categories of Race and 
Identity

• Common Method of Analysis

• Are there Disparities in Outcomes?

• Are “Negative” vs “Positive” 
Outcomes Disproportionate?
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Non-Residents and Police Contacts

• Non-Resident Contacts

• Commuter City

• Tourist Destination

• “Residential Population 

Comparison” Impacts
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Santa Barbara Police Department 

2023 RIPA Data
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RIPA Count by Month

Stop Data by Race/ Ethnicity

Perceived Gender

Perceived Sexual Orientation

Reason for Stop

Result of Stop

Searches



SantaBarbaraCA.gov

RIPA Count By Month
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Race/ Ethnicity (Perceived)
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Gender (Perceived)
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Sexual Orientation (Perceived)
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Reason for Stop
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Reason for Stop by Perceived Race
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Result of Stop
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Result of Stop by Perceived Race
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Searches
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RIPA and Calls For Service
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“Bias By 

Proxy”
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Responding to the Biases of Others

The Challenges of Call Taking

RIPA Board Recommendations

“Bias by Proxy” Training for Dispatchers

Dispatcher Backgrounds

“When an individual calls 

the police and makes 

false or ill-informed 

claims about persons 

they dislike or are biased 

against.”
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Summary

• 10,186 Total RIPA Contacts in 2023

• SBPD in Compliance with RIPA Reporting

• Officer Demographics Mirror Community 

Demographics

• “Tests for Disparities” 

• Continued Training (Dispatcher and Officer)
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
SBPD 2023 Racial and Identity Profiling Act (RIPA) Data
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