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From: Richard Lloyd
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You don't often get email from rich1lloyd@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

Dear Board Members,

Generally speaking this appears to be a well-intentioned project and also a good re-purposing
of space, including accommodating a reasonable amount of on-site parking and setting back
the development from the main thoroughfares to minimize the view impact.  That said, this
project is significantly larger than any of the surrounding buildings, and story poles should be
required to understand how this project will appear relative to its neighbors.

Further, the fourth story is excessive and unnecessary, and appears to be required by the
inclusion of equally excessive and unnecessary on-site amenities such as a large on-site gym
and multiple "work spaces".  The City should discourage design proposals whose goal is to
have residents living, working and exercising without ever having to leave their "compounds"
or encountering their neighbors.  High-density housing such as this project always come with
compromises, but can also benefit neighborhoods by increasing the number of potential
customers, generating walking traffic and attracting new public-facing businesses.  That
benefit is lost if services such as workspaces and gyms are provided "in-house", giving
residents no reason to leave their buildings.

Here, the project could easily remove the fourth story-which contains only four units--and
incorporate those units into the lower floors by replacing the unnecessary amenities.  This
would reduce the visual impact, increase neighborhood compatibility and encourage the
eventual residents to venture out and be part of the community.  

Regards,
Richard Lloyd  
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