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Item 5: 418 N Milpas St 
(PRE2022-00116) 

Name of Sender Distributed prior to 
hearing 

Distributed after the 
hearing 

1. Cynthia Blanton x  

2. Sebastian Aldana Jr x  

3. Steve Sherwin  x  

4. Pat Saley x  

5. Steve Dowty x  

6. Lyn Proctor x  

7. Brian Tanguay x  

8. Victoria Valente x  

9. Natasha Todorovic-Cowan x  

10. Marell Brooks  x  

11. Lisa Jehle x  

12. Ann Hefferman x  

13. Brent Ortiz x  

14. Christine Neuhauser x  
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15. Steve Johnson x  

16. Lia Romero x  

17. Kathryn Clarke x  

18. Mary Turley  x  

19. Susan Sherwin x  

20. Eric Stowell x  

21. Mary Robles  x  

22. Christina Stowell x  

23. Samara Canfield  x 

24. Fae Perry  x 

   

   





From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Sebastian Aldana Jr. 

Community Development ABRsecretary 

Sebastian Aldana Jr. 

418 N. Milpas/915-923 E. Gutierrez St. 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:30:44 PM 

You don't often get email from sbsebas@gmail.com  Learn why thjs js important 

EXTERNAL 

Hi A.B.R., 

Public Comment #2 

I live 2.5 blocks away from this proposed 4 sto1y strncture. Please do us all a fvor and read 
the July 18, 2018 Noozhawk aiiicle written by Josh Molina. 70 residents spoke to deny this 
project the first time this structure was proposed and here we go again. The Board Members 
agreed and sent the owner and ai·chitect back to step one, but it looks like the same size bulk 
and scale project is being proposed again. Please deny this project again. It does not fit the 
neighborhood nor does it serve the community. Size, bulk, scale, eve1ything is wrong with the 
proposed project. We aheady had a couple projects approved that have and will min the 
neighborhood, please put the brakes on this project and give me a call if you cai·e to cai1y a 
conversation.Thank you. 

Sebastian Aldana Jr 
East side resident and property owner. 
805 304 3637 



From: steve sherwin
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: 418 N. Milpas "Milpas Gardens" proposal
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:52:44 PM

You don't often get email from ssherwin007@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

As a lifelong and multigenerational resident of Santa Barbara, and co-owner of properties on
Milpas St. that include 436 N. Milpas, 424 N. Milpas, 614 N. Milpas, and 918 E. Haley St. I
would like to voice my adamant opposition to the proposed 'Milpas Gardens' 418 N. Milpas. 

The scale of this project is massive and out of scale with the surrounding properties, and the
lower East Side in general.  Our apartments at 918 E. Haley St. would be shadowed by this 4
story project, as would the surrounding single family residences.  I am concerned that a 90 unit
development would bring numerous traffic issues, as well as added parking to the already
beyond capacity city streets. Adding 90 studio sized apartments will add density issues to the
neighborhood that include noise, vehicle and pedestrian traffic that will negatively alter a
community that is already active.  This project is over the top.

I would like to be added to updates on this proposed project at ssherwin007@gmail.com

Sincerely, 
Steve Sherwin

Virus-free.www.avg.com

Public Comment #3





  



From: Lyn Proctor
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Cc: WRussel@SantaBarbaraCA.gov; lyn proctor
Subject: 418 N Milpas Street
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:07:36 PM

EXTERNAL

I am opposed to this proposed project because it creates more traffic on an already crowded street.  During the
mornings, delivery trucks use the turning lanes and block traffic.  Students crowd the sidewalks at lunch and at the
end of the school day - it’s very hazardous for drivers.

There is not enough water to support another large project especially since we are in a drought and are being asked
to cutback.  Electricity is another utility whereby we are asked to use less.  Require solar power.

The height of this project is not in keeping with the Milpas corridor.
One project being developed by St. George on Milpas was approved by agreeing to work with the city attorney. 
Concessions were given, more units added, height exceeded standards, retail space that was promised is now a gym.

Please don’t approve this project as it is being proposed.  60 units max - stick to this and stop giving into developers.

They should be required to place a story board on site and have a vehicle traffic study submitted with their
submission.

Lyn Proctor, Paseo Ferrelo

Sent from my iPad

Public Comment #6









Independent and caused a significant scandal within the City of SB, including termination of City
Staff, it is now open information. 

As you might be aware, a small group of wealthy men under the cloak of a religious group called the
Believers Edge have been seeking to “take back Santa Barbara”. In fact, their mission is to redesign
our City out of view of the democratic process to put in as many of these out of scale projects for
their own benefit as possible. While it has “disbanded” the members are in touch with one another
and continuing pursuing their agenda to remake the city against its charter and in their vision.
Boards such as the ABR are designed to prevent subversion and opportunism.  

We urge you to “protect and preserve …the natural charm and beauty” of our community.

This project is completely out of character with “the historical style, qualities, characteristics of the
buildings, structures and architectural features” of our community. It was rejected once; it needs to
be rejected again. 

I urge you to please say “NO”.

Natasha
-- 

...........................................................

Dr. Natasha Todorovic-Cowan MBA

CEO, NVC Consulting & The National Values Center

(Co-creator SPIRAL DYNAMICS® Programs, Assessments, Services)

PO Box 40110

Santa Barbara, CA 93140-0110

TEL: (805) 962 - 0366

FAX: (805) 962 - 0306

E-mail: natasha@spiraldynamics.org

WEB: http://www.spiraldynamics.org, www.spiraldynamics.com, & http://www.clarewgraves.com

SPIRAL DYNAMICS® is a registered trademark of NVC Consulting and protected under international law.
All Rights Reserved.

...........................................................



ABRSecretary@SantaBarbaraCA.gov 

August 22, 2022 

Dear ABR members: 

Citizens Planning Association has worked in Santa Barbara County, with a base in Santa 

Barbara City, since 1960. As our Mission, "We advocate for the best standards of design and 

natural resource protection in order to maintain sustainable communities and protect the 

heritage of Santa Barbara County." We have members throughout our city, including the 

Eastside. CPA has consistently stressed the importance of public participation that can only 

come about with project transparency, so that all affected have the opportunity to see for 

themselves what is proposed. 

"Best standards of design" may be debatable; "protect(ing) the heritage" of our historic and 

much admired city is not. There's a large amount published, a surprisingly large amount for a 

city of our size, most recently Sheila Lodge's, "Santa Barbara: An Uncommonplace American 

Town" and a new biography of Pearl Chase, by Cherie Rae, due out this winter.  

Although we appreciate the applicant's choosing a "Non-application consultation" so that 

those alert to reading Commission agendas can speak, the absence of any story poles, along 

with the unfinished quality of the design drawings for the proposal, the absurdly-named 

"Milpas Gardens", make it impossible for most residents of the area to accurately understand 

the scale that will dwarf almost all surrounding buildings and cast long shadows on immediate 

neighbors. Although not an historic district, Milpas is an historic area, inhabited back into the 

19th century and before. In our opinion, this proposal is incompatible in size, mass, bulk, 

AND design for this area. In addition, we think it a tragedy that the eight? low-income-

resident rental cottage homes on Gutierrez will be demolished with the bare minimum of 

inclusionary units proposed.  

Focusing on the eastside, there's the Haley-Milpas Design Manual, long promised for an 

update since its May, 1982, publication date. "It is only a guide ... (with a) goal to preserve 

and encourage housing, and to assist small businesses and industry." (pg. 8) The guidelines 

are still an excellent reference for area compatibility. with many, if not most of the houses 

pictured remaining, creating a true neighborhood. The study area runs from Ortega, then to 

Cota and Milpas down to the 101. The 418 E. Milpas proposal fronts in small part on Milpas 

and is in the Hispanic/Pueblo District (pgs. 11-20), with most of it less than a half a block 

outside of it.  

Public Comment #10



This is a proposed development that is not in the best interests of the Milpas area nor, because 

of its precedent-setting qualities, of neighborhoods in Santa Barbara, in general. We rely on 

the ABR to "(protect) and (preserve), as nearly as practicable, the natural charm and beauty of 

Santa Barbara...." 

Please request that the applicant install story poles, remaining in place a reasonable period of 

time, so that the neighborhood and Santa Barbarans may see for themselves.  

Yours sincerely, 

Marell Brooks, President of Citizens Planning Association 

This letter is sent via Betsy Cramer, Secretary of CPA; please reply to: 

citizensplanningsb@gmail.com  



From: Hanna Jehle
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: Milpas Gardens SB 330 Submittal
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:59:24 PM

[You don't often get email from cantess123@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

EXTERNAL

I’m writing to protest the planned development at the corner of Milpas and E. Gutierrez streets in Santa Barbara. We
live less than 1/4 mile from this planned development. Our neighborhood is already plagued by excessive density,
no parking, and problems which accompany such demands on our infrastructure.

With a planned 90 apartments and only “52 PARKING SPOTS” - it’s only logical to anticipate multiple problems
caused by this determined group of rapacious investors. The apartments earmarked for affordable housing will NOT
be affordable to the people of my East side community.

Please do NOT approve this development without the full understanding and acknowledgement of the liability such
an entity will represent in the long run. We have better standards in the City, ones which I am proud to support. We
hold the bar higher than most, and never settle for mediocrity. This, is subpar to even mediocrity.

With everything exposed, including underhanded tactics utilized by this formidable and aggressive financial
investment team, I will hope the City will do the right thing, and deny the development until they can meet the basic
standards by which we all must live. This includes (especially) the PARKING DILEMMA.

Thank you for your time and assistance with my submission. Please include my opinion in your meeting.

Respectfully and with kind regards,

Lisa Jehle

Public Comment #11





Sincerely,

Ann Hefferman
921 E. De La Guerra St.







The danger is that the ABR will be slapped down by city staff and a city attorney
for doing their job under the “new order” of “not in your purview.” As ABR was
recently for the Ed St George development at Montecito and Castillo.

Reprehensible was that recently Gabe Escobedo and all but Ms Lodge of the
Planning Commission commented that they look forward to land use development
being in the hands of the Planning Commission, without the input of the
ABR,HLC  and the SFD review boards.  Will the applicant be able to present and
move forward without streetscape area photos? Or have no answers to questions
asked and still pass to the detriment of the area?

I am a resident of this neighborhood and I see no neighborhood benefit for the
community with this low rate, over scaled development.  
Please deny the project’s massive size, and incompatibility and lackluster design. 

Santa Barbara deserves better; even the East Side.

Respectfully,

C Neuhauser 

Sent from my iPhone







-- 
Lia Romero
Office Manager
Ortega Dining Commons
Campus Catering
Ortega Office: (805) 893-2355 
Email: lmromero@ucsb.edu



From: kathryndclarke@gmail.com
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: Milpas / Guiterrez proposed development
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 10:49:19 AM

You don't often get email from kathryndclarke@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

I am a 34 year resident of the eastside, and a 52 year resident of Santa Barbara.
I am opposed to the proposed development being considered as a 4 story hotel, retail shops and
residential units for this area.  It is unreasonable to put a development of this scale here, as it is
completely out of proportion for the retail corridor neighborhood and surrounding residential
homes. 
We need affordable housing.  Any new developments should provide substantial parking for all those
living and/or shopping in them.  As a long time resident I have always understood that buildings
could not exceed three stories, and that views of the surrounding hillsides and mountains were not
to be obstructed.

This will be a very serious change to the area, and one that people living here on the eastside are
opposed to.  Please add my name to those challenging this proposed development.

Kathryn Clarke
8 South Voluntario Street
“A”
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Sent from Mail for Windows

Public Comment #17





    
 

 
 
 
August 21, 2022 
 
 
Re: 418 N. Milpas (August 22, 2022 ABR Agenda, Item #5) 
 
Chair Moore and Board Members, 
 
Allied Neighborhoods Association appreciates the opportunity to 
provide comment on the project. 
 
1. NO PHOTOS 
 
No photos are included with the architectural drawings online.  The 
project needs to be postponed due to this absence of photos.    
 
Photos need to include streetscape photos of the 400 block of North 
Milpas Street (on the project side) and streetscape photos of the 900 
block of East Gutierrez (on the project side). Also, more photos are 
needed in addition to the streetscape photos mentioned. 
 
Context photos are a requirement to get on an agenda, and especially 
important because this is the largest housing project (90 units) ever 
proposed in the Milpas area. 
 
Just 2 weeks ago at ABR, there was a 2-story pre-app consultation on 
a project on West Montecito Street that didn’t have streetscape photos. 
This was a problem for the ABR, and during the subsequent 
discussion, the supervising staff person said they would be making 
sure that this would not happen again.  Here we are 2 weeks later and 
this is happening again, yet this time on a very large project. 
 
This project needs to be postponed - due to the absence of photos.  
 
2. LACK OF ARTICULATION – NORTH ELEVATION 
 
A building needs to be designed on all 4 sides.  The 4-story North 
elevation is a blank wall.  
 
A Google search of the address of 418 N. Milpas shows a building in 
the background, slightly to the left.  That building which may be 
towards the back of a property off the 900 block of East Haley Street, 
has covered walkways, windows and probably doors. This building 
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does not appear to have been taken into consideration in regards to the North elevation.  
Additionally, this 4-story blank wall is likely visible from adjacent and nearby properties, 
as well as other vantage points. 
 
3. LACK OF ARTICULATION – SOUTH ELEVATION  
 
The portion of the building above Rusty’s Pizza is ghosted in on the South elevation 
drawing and it may not be obvious that there is no articulation on that blank wall, that is 
closest to Milpas Street. 
 
4.  MASSIVE PROJECT 
 
This project is very, very large. The mass, bulk, scale, height, and size are out of 
character with the immediate neighborhood and not compatible. 
 
A pre-application consultation is the opportunity for the ABR to comment on the overall 
project and how it fits on the site and into the immediate neighborhood.  Now is the time 
to express your opinion if you think the project is too big for the location.  You need to 
be thinking ahead about how/if you would be able to make the Project Compatibility 
Findings later in the process, specifically #2 and #3 (see below) which relate to mass, 
bulk, scale, height, and size and neighborhood compatibility. 
 
    #2 The design of the project is compatible with desirable architectural qualities  
         and characteristics that are distinctive of Santa Barbara and of the particular 
         neighborhood surrounding the project. 
  
    #3 The size, mass, bulk, height, and scale of the project are appropriate for its  
          location and neighborhood. 
 
5. PRE-APP CONSULTATION 
 
Relatively new State housing law talks about not reducing density; this applies to 
projects which have submitted a complete application.  As this consultation is prior to 
submittal of a complete application, this State housing law does not apply to the project 
at this early stage. 
 
As a recent example, HLC had a pre-app consultation of 222 E. Canon Perdido and 
thought this housing project was too big.  They communicated this to the applicant, and 
the applicant returned with a smaller project/fewer housing units. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
 
We’d also like to thank ABR members for your service. 
 
Sincerely, 
Allied Neighborhoods Association 
 





From: Eric
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Cc: Christina Stowell
Subject: 418 N Milpas
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 12:46:31 PM

[You don't often get email from eric.stowell@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

EXTERNAL

The building proposed for 418 N Milpas is going to be a Monstrosity. A four-story building in this neighborhood
does not belong here. Parking is already an issue and if the powers that be think that the tenants will be riding
bicycles is just out of touch with reality. My family and my neighbors strongly oppose this project.
Thank you for your time,
Eric Stowell
930 E Haley

Public Comment #20



From: Mary Robles
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: I oppose proposed development at 418 North Milpas
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 12:53:55 PM

You don't often get email from maryrobles53@msn.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

Attention:
Will Russel
Kira Esparza
    My name is Mary Alice Robles. I am a long time resident at 1022 East Mason Street. I would like to
voice my dismay at the proposed project at 418 North Milpas Street. It does not fit in for so many
reasons. The size is huge and over powering. I do not see that much effort was giving to the design.
Very boring lazy design. Then we have an issue of  what are we getting to help Santa Barbara’s
hurting rental availabilities. Our population will not be able to rent these. Please pass on this project.
Mary Alice Robles
805 965-6373.

Sent from Mail for Windows

Public Comment #21



From: Christina Stowell
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: Re: 418 N Milpas
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 12:58:12 PM

You don't often get email from christina.stowell@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

I also strongly oppose the 418 N Milpas project. It will diminish the quality of life for my
family and neighbors. Although we are just off the Milpas corridor we enjoy a quiet
neighborhood of families.
This project will obstruct our views and drive up our blocks’s population to an unmanageable
number of people.

Christina Stowell
930 E Haley St
Santa Barbara, 93103
425 213-4613

On Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 12:46 PM Eric <eric.stowell@gmail.com> wrote:
The building proposed for 418 N Milpas is going to be a Monstrosity. A four-story building
in this neighborhood does not belong here. Parking is already an issue and if the powers that
be think that the tenants will be riding bicycles is just out of touch with reality. My family
and my neighbors strongly oppose this project.
Thank you for your time,
Eric Stowell
930 E Haley

-- 
Christina Stowell
(425) 213-4613
Christina.Stowell@gmail.com

Public Comment #22



Architectural Board of  Review Meeting of: August 22, 2022 

PLEASE BE ADVISED 

The following public comment was not received in 
time to process. Distribution to the Architectural 
Board of Review occurred after the meeting. 



From: Samara Canfield
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Subject: Review Begins for 90-Unit Housing Project Proposed for Santa Barbara’s Milpas Street
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 2:13:23 PM

You don't often get email from samsamcanfield@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

Review Begins for 90-
Unit Housing Project
Proposed for Santa
Barbara’s Milpas Street
15 units below market is not enough. Displacing the elderly on fixed incomes to build a
massive complex that only has 15 units under market should  be considered criminal, if not
morally corrupt.

We need housing for the poor, working poor, and the workforce, like me and many others who
cannot afford to buy a home in Santa Barbara or in any other of the surrendering area's. Rent's
in Santa Barbara are not sustainable for Santa Barbara's workforce. 

Once again I ask the same question,  Do you want services in Santa Barbara? Who will, care
for your children, who will clean your homes, who will educate your children, who will take
care of your elderly, who will do your gardening, who will serve you in restaurants, who will
do your hair, nails and pedicures, even your pubic employees that serve our community,
struggle to financially live here.

DO YOU WANT SERVICES IN SANTA BARBARA?

If you want services, then we need realistic and consciously thoughtful building for Santa
Barbara's workforce, not this massive development that only provides 15 units for under
market rents.  

Stop the gentrification and the displacement of your workforce, your working poor, your poor
and your elderly in our community.

Thank you.

Samara Canfield 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

Public Comment #23
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