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From: Pete Feldman
To: Community Development ABRsecretary
Cc: Christine Feldman
Subject: 425 Santa Barbara St project for May 31, 2022 ABR meeting
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 2:59:03 PM

You don't often get email from feldman.pete@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

To Santa Barbara ABR,

This email is in reference to the project proposed at 425 Santa Barbara Street in
Santa Barbara.  As a neighbor to this area, I vigorously oppose this project as
proposed.  

I have many objections and concerns about this project.  This is a massive project on
a small lot.  The project goes from lot line to lot line on what used to be a single-family
residence. The shear bulk of the project does not conform to the neighborhood.  

The design of the structure is a problem in general. The west face of the project on
Santa Barbara Street is a flat 15' 17 1/2" wall creating a prison like look.  The overall
height of the project being a four-story structure and the absolute height as well is not
consistent with the neighborhood.  There are no windows on the street side of this
project.  The storage area seems inadequate, and the internal courtyard seems to
only add to the bulk of the design.

A significant deficiency in the project is the absence of on-site parking.  This is absurd
for a 19-unit project in this part of town much less anywhere in Santa Barbara. Since
when has no on-site parking been acceptable for any residence in Santa Barbara? 
No on-site parking will push cars onto the already crowded streets or into private
parking (e.g., Smart and Final).  Many projects have been abandoned due to the city's
insistence of sufficient on-site parking. If this can be accepted, it would be
inconsistent and arbitrary.  

This project is a bad idea for this site and should not be allowed to progress without
significant modifications to address these and likely other defects.  

Sincerely,
Pete Feldman

Public Comment #1









 
As I said at the last meeting, this project needs to be completely re-designed. It appears by re-
submitting the same project that the applicant is looking to attempt to force this project on the
community. I look forward to opposing this project as submitted and will appeal any form of
approval of this proposed design based on all my comments and the comments of the ABR.
 
I don’t like having mine and the communities time wasted by what appears to be a cynical attempt
by Ed St. George and Jarrett Gorin to game the system.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Donaldson, AIA
 
 
 
Attachment:
 
Date: December 14, 2020
To: Chair Moore and honorable members of the Architectural Board of Review
From: Robin Donaldson AIA. 412 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
RE: OPPOSITION to 425 Santa Barbara Street
 
This letter is to voice my OPPOSITION to this project.
 
While I support the goals of adding housing downtown, increased heights to provide affordability,
and the possibility of off site parking, this project as designed is inappropriate for this site. If the
applicant is going to pursue a building with no parking then the building needs to be very well
designed and an asset to the community. As designed it fails at almost every metric.
 
First, the building massing from the street needs to be completely re-thought. Even though there is
no parking on site, the building appears to be sitting on a parking podium! The central courtyard
should open to the street. The building does not address the street properly, and misses an
opportunity to enliven a challenged area of the block. At street level there should be a commercial
component or living units that have windows to the street.
 
The building is the wrong style. A pseudo meditteranean building is not compatible with the
commercial/ manufacturing buildings that surround it. This site is bound by a recently remodeled
commercial building. This proposal should be compatible with the commercial/industrial materials of
that building. A more contemporary building with larger windows is what would be appropriate to
this site.
 
The unit planning is unfortunate and uninformed, missing opportunities for the rental units to have
views to the mountains in the north and east and views to the south as well.
 



Summary of Architectural Design comments:
Provide an alternate style. “Pseudo Meditteranean” is exactly what this site does not need.
Provide a more contemporary design taking into account its neighboring buildings, particularly
the buildings it shares the site with.
Address the street with commercial or residential units, and open to the courtyad by
eliminating the walls on the street.
the 10’1” plate height is too high and unsupportable for a pseudo med building with small
units and little meditteranean windows.
Height request is supportable with a good contemporary design, larger windows. (no need for
any fake chimney’s and the like)

I believe the applicant needs to study the context/neighborhood around this site, gain an
understanding of the community in which they are designing then go back to the drawing board. The
City of Santa Barbara has opened the door to innovative housing projects, the project as submitted is
a long way from providing anything acceptable.

Sincerely,
Robin Donaldson, AIA

Robin Donaldson AIA Founding Partner

@robindonaldsonaia | @sd_rplusd




