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General Plan Introduction 

 

GENERAL PLAN PURPOSE AND NEED 
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ISSUES AND POLICY DRIVERS 

Development and Growth Issues 
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Policy Drivers 
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Economic and Fiscal Health 
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Historic and Community Character 
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Growth Management 
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Energy and Climate Change 
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Sustainability Framework 

 

SANTA BARBARA AS A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
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SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES 

Economy 
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Environment 
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SUSTAINABILITY AND RESOURCE CAPACITY 

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT 
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Figure 1:  General Plan Sustainability Framework 

SUSTAINABILITY FRAMEWORK 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

GOAL 
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Public Participation Policies 
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HOW ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER 

Legal Requirements 

Consistency 

CONTENT OF THIS AND FUTURE UPDATES  



INTRODUCTION 

14 2011 GENERAL PLAN 

Plan Elements, Goals, Policies and Implementation 
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Background and Setting 

 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Chumash Period (before 1782), Spanish and Mexican Periods (1782 – 1848) 
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Americanization Period (1848 – 1902) 
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Santa Barbara (1902 – 1925) 
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Tragic Opportunity (1925 - 1939) 

The Second World War and Beyond (1940 – 1975) 
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Development by Design (1975 – 2010) 

HISTORY OF CITY PLANNING 

1964 Plan to 2005 
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Growth Management 
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PLAN SANTA BARBARA PROCESS 

Plan Santa Barbara Public Outreach Effort 

Plan Santa Barbara Website 
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Plan Santa Barbara Brochure and Comment Cards 

Grassroots Meetings 

GROUPS PARTICIPATING IN GRASSROOTS MEETINGS 
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Youth Survey 
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Community Workshops and Reports 
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CITY PROFILE 
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Culture 
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Physical Characteristics

Geography 
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Climate 

Geology 
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Demographic Characteristics 
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Figure 2:  History of Population Growth for Santa Barbara, 1880 to 2000 

 

Economic Characteristics 
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Existing Land Uses  
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Annexations 
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