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REBUTTAL TO STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF MEASURE |

Santa Barbara already has the 2™ highest tax rate in the County and will have the
highest tax rate if Measure | is approved.

While other local jurisdictions are looking to increase revenues by taxing tourists
on hotel stays, Santa Barbara officials continually choose to have their own
residents foot the bill.

You'll notice proponents say the measure ‘improves housing affordability and
homelessness by funding the newly created City of Santa Barbara Housing Trust
Fund.” But that statement is patently false, as the measure itself clearly makes no
such promises. If it did, the measure would legally require a supermaijority vote to
pass.

If this sounds familiar, it’s because city officials used the same tactic in 2017 with
Measure C, a 1% sales tax increase that generates more than $31 million annually.
They then said the money would be used to address seven different issues
(including homelessness, public safety, parks, and libraries-all of which are
identified again). In reality, the money went into the general fund, just as
Measure | money will, to be used for any purpose the city council wishes. Less
than 7 years later, they have spent all of your money from Measure C and need
more.

If you are on the fence about this measure, ask yourself two questions: have
services improved since the City raised taxes by $31 million per year in 2017? Do
you really think $15.6 million will FINALLY be enough? You know the answer. Vote
NOonl
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Your YES vote on Measure | 2024 ensures that Santa Barbara mainiains essential services,
such as emergency fire/paramedic response, and improves housing affordabllity and
homelessness by funding the newly created City of Santa Barbara Local Housing Trust Fund.

Measure | is an investment in our city's safety, quality of life and long-term financial
stabflity. It will help maintain crifically needed safety services and create affordable housing for
lower- and moderate-income essential workers and others who confribute to our local economy
but cannot afford to live here.

The City of Santa Barbara has surveyed and spoken to residents and established that the top
priorities for funding are:

e Maintaining 9-1-1 emergency fire/paramedic and police response and prevent further
cuts, and keeping neighborhood fire stations open and staffed; and

s Producing more affordable housing by investing in the City of Santa Barbara Local
Housing Trust Fund.

Additional funding priorities include:

investing in our public libraries,

Supporting youth services and services for the disabled,
Protecting local drinking water sources,

Maintaining our public parks, and

Keeping public areas including our downtown clean and safe.

Measure | provides strict accountability to taxpayers, including an annuatl audit by an
indepsndent accountant and detailing the amount of revenue collected and the nature and
purpose of all expendifures. All funds generated by Measure ! must be used locally. No funds
can be taken by Sacramento or Washington, D.C. politicians.

Passage of Measure | will generate adequate resources to maintain our full public safety
commitments, provide the means to address our affordable housing needs, restore and maintain
pubilic library hours and enhance the maintenance of our public spaces. Unlike other taxes and
fees, the revenues genarated by this measure would stay 100% within the city.

Invest in our future. Vote Yes on Measure 1.
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