
RESOLUTION NO. 23-007

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITi' OF
SANTA BARBARA AMENDING AND UPDATING THE
CITY'S WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE STANDARDS
FOR WATER CONSERVATION

WHEREAS, on June 27, 1989, the City of Santa Barbara adopted the Landscape Design
Standards for Water Conservation, and on August 12, 2008, the City of Santa Barbara
updated the Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation; and

WHEREAS, Adoption of the California State Model Water Efficient Ordinance and
advancement in irrigation technologies since 2008 require updating the current City
standards.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CIT/ OF SANTA
BARBARA AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Pursuant to Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 14.23.005, the Water

Efficient Landscape Standards for Water Conservation (2023 Update) attached hereto as
Exhibit A are hereby adopted.

SECTION 2. Resolution Number 08-083 is repealed.





EXHIBIT A

City of Santa Barbara

DESIGN WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE STANDARDS
FOR WATER CONSERVATION

2023 Update

Introduction

It is the policy of the City of Santa Barbara to promote water conservation. Santa
Barbara Municipal Code Section 14. 23. 00522^0 requires the adoption of the Water
Efficient Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation ("Water Efficient

Landscape Oesign-Standards. ") These Water Efficient Landscape Dooign Standards
are intended to promote water conservation while allowing the maximum possible

flexibility in designing attractive and cost effective water-wise landscapes. The Water
Efficient Landscape Design Standards were adopted by the Council of the City of
Santa Barbara on June 27, 1989 as Resolution No. 89-077, and were updated on

August 12, 2008 as Resolution No. 08-083

II. Applicability

Corn liance with these Water Efficient Landsca e Standards shall a I whenever a

landsca in or irri ation lan is re uired b an Cha ter or Section of the Santa Barbara
Munici al Code or whenever a landsca e lan or irri ation lan is re uired b an Cit
desi n review or land use review bod includin but not limited to the Architectural Board

of Review Historic Landmarks Commission Sin Ie Famil Desi n Board Staff Hearin

Officer or the Plannin Commission. Corn liance is also re uired for arcels located

outside of the Cit 's "urisdictional limits as a condition of water service er Santa Barbara

Munici al Code Section 14. 23. 005.

The Water Efficient Landsca e Standards do not a I to:

A. Ecolo ical restoration ro'ects that do not re uire a ermanent irri ation s stem.



B. Sin le-unit residential landsca e

new/revised landsca ed area.

ro'ects with less than 500 s uare feet of

C. Nonresidential multi-unit and mixed-use landsca e roects with less than 500

s uare feet of new/revised landsca ed area are exem t from the irri ation

re uirements if hosebibs are installed and irri ation occurs throu h handwaterin

rather than use of automatic irri ation. This exce tion does not a I to arkin

area landsca in where an irri ation lan is re uired ursuant to Section

30. 175.080 Parkin Area Landsca e and Fence Standards.

D. Residential communit and non-income eneratin

and solel dedicated to edible lants.

arden areas ermanentl

E. Nonresidential recreation areas desi nated for active la or recreation in arks

schools s crts fields or olf course active la areas.

F. Existin Dlant collections

the ublic.

. ' ' botanical rdens and arboretums c n to

G. New and revised cemete turf rass areas.

Definitions

A. Design Review Body: The Architectural Board of Review, Single Family
Design Board or the Historic Landmarks Commission.

A. Dri Irri ation: Utilizin emitters with a flow rate less than or e ual to 2 aliens

er hour GPH when o erated at 30 si desi ned to dissi ate ressure and

dischar e a small uniform flow or trickle of water at a constant dischar e rate.

B. Estimated Total Water Use ETWU : The total water used for the landsca e.

The ETWU is calculated based on the lants used and irri ation method

selected for the landsca e area.

C. ET Ad'ustment Factor ETAF : A factor of 0.5 for residential areas and 0.37

for nonresidential areas that when a lied to reference eva otrans iration

ad'usts for lant factors and irri ation efficienc which are two ma'or



influences u on the amount of water that needs to be a

landsca e.

lied to the

D. Flow Sensor: An inline device installed at the oint of connection that roduces

a re eatable si nal ro ortional to flow rate. Flow sensors must be connected

to an automatic irri ation controller or flow monitor ca able of receivin flow
si nals and o eratin master valves.

E. Hi h Water Use Plants: Those plants that are evaluated as needing "high"

(>70% ETo) amounts of irrigation water as defined and listed by Water Use
Classifications of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) at

http://ucanr. edu/sites/WUCOLS

F. Landscaped Area: All areas where new or altered landscaping is proposed as
a part of a development proposal, aside from existin non-irri ated areas
^i/.^: r.^^^ f^ r.^^ ^^.^^ ^ant n.^i".?''asorexistin non-irri. a+ed native

ve etation.

G. Landsca e Corn liance Statement: A Cit of Santa Barbara issued checklist

corn leted and si ned b the Landsca e Plan re arer.

H. Landscape Plan: Design plans that include with a planting plan, an irrigation

plan, (\f applicable) or both and a corn leted Landsca e Corn liance
Statement.

I Master Valve: Automatic valve installed at the irri ation su I oint which

controls water flow into the irri ation s stem. When this valve is closed water

will not be su lied to the irri ation s stem.

J. Maximum A lied Water Allowance MAWA : The u er limit of annual

a lied water for the established landsca ed area. It is based u on the area's

reference eva otrans iration the ET Ad'ustment Factor and the size of the

landscape area. The Estimated Total Water Use shall not exceed the

Maximum A lied Water Allowance.

K. Model Water Efficient Landsca e Ordinance MWELO : As er California
De artment of Water Resources new develo ments and retrofitted landsca e

water efficienc standards are ovemed b MWELO

L. Moderate to Hi h Water Use Plants: Those lants that are evaluated as needin
"moderate" 31-70% ETo or with a PF from 0.31 to 0.69 or "hi h" 70% or

reater Etc or PF of 0.7 to 1.0 amounts of irri ation water as defined and listed

b Water Use Classifications of Landsca e S ecies WUCOLS at



htt ://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/

M. Nonresidential: New or revised landsca es surroundin areas desi ned or
emitted to be used for an nonresidential u ose includin ublic and semi-
ublic uses commercial uses and industrial/manufacturin uses.

N. Plant Factor: A factor when multi lied b Etc that estimates the amount of

water needed b lants. For ur oses of calculations as ertains to this

resolution the recommended lant factor for ve low water use lants is 0.1

the lant factor for low water use lants is 0. 3 the lant factor for moderate

water use lants is 0. 6 and the lant factor for hi h water use is lants 0. 8.

Plant factors are derived from the ublication "Water Use Classification of
Landsca eS ecies" WUCOLS or the Santa Barbara WUCOLS Addendum.
Plant factors ma also be obtained from horticultural researchers from

academic institutions or rofessional associations as a roved b the

California De artment of Water Resources DWR .

0. Public Works Director: The Director of the Public Works Department or
Director's staff designee.

P Rain Sensor: an irri ation s stem corn onent which automaticall shuts off and
sus ends the irri ation s stem when it rains.

Q. Recreational Areas: Areas desi nated for active la recreation or ublic

assembl in arks schools s arts fields or olf course active la areas but

excludin rivate sin le-unit residential recreational areas.

R. Reference Eva otrans iration ETo : The amount of water in inches er ear
needed to kee cool season rass thrivin based on the eva otrans iration
which is water trans ired b lants and eva orated from soil. A licants ma
use an ETo value rovided b Cit staff or A endix A in MWELO.

S. Residential: New or revised landsca es surroundin areas desi ned or

ermitted to be used as sin le-unit or multi-unit residential develo ment or
mixed-use roects.



T. S ecial Landsca e Areas: Areas ermanentl and sole! dedicated to edible
lants such as orchards and ve etable ardens aresubecttotheMAWAwith

an ETAF not to exceed 1.0 MAWA= ETo 0.62 ETAF x LA + 1-ETAF *

SLA)1.

U. Turfarass: A groundcover surface of mowed grass, with an irrigation water need
of >30% ETo.

V. Water Efficient Landsca e Worksheet: Calculations of MAWU and ETWU usin
s ecific landsca e h drozone areas lant factors in accordance with

WUCOLS irri ation efficiencies ETAFs and re ional eva otrans iration rate.

W. Water Wise Plants: Those plants that are evaluated as needing "low" (10-30%

ETo) or "very low"(<10% ETo) amounts of irrigation water as defined and listed
by Water Use Classifications of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) at
http://ucanr. edu/sites/WUCOLS/ or other sources of water wise plant water use
classifications as vorifiod by a liconGod landscape architoct.

X. Weather Based Irrigation Controller: An irrigation controller that automatically
adjusts the irrigation schedule based on changes in the weather

IV Landscape Compliance Requirements

Applicants proposing new or altered landscaping shall comply with each of the
following requirements in the design, installation, and maintenance of the landscaped
area, unless an exception is granted pursuant to Section V

A. Landscape Plan Re uired:



Applicants shall submit a landscape plan depicting the landscaped aroa-afl^-ati
existing landscaping to remain on the lot as dotorminod by the Community
Devolopmont Dopartmont.

A licants shall submit a landsca e lan and irri ation lan if re uired

de ictin all of the re uired information listed in the Plan Submittals Section VI.

B. Use of Turfgrass and Water Wise Plants:

1. The landscaped area of a licable nonresidential projects proposing
exclusively oommorcial ucoc shall be designed without the use ofturfgrass
and with 100% water wise plants. Altemativel a licants can submit a
Water Efficient Landsca e Worksheet based on an avera e of 0.37 ETAF.

2r The landscaped area of a licable residential single family rosidontial,
multi-family rosidontial, mixod use, and institutional-type projects shall be
designed with at least 80% no more than 20% of the landscaped area
planted in turf or plants that aFe-net-with-water-wise plants. Altemativel
a licants can submit a Water Efficient Landsca e Worksheet based on
anavera eofO.SETAF.

3. Twf Hi h water use lants are is not permitted in parkways, medians or
other areas within the landscaped area with any dimension of less than
eight feet. Turfarass shall not be used on slopes of 20% or greater within
the landscaped area.

4. Selection of local native lants is encoura ed. The use of invasive lant
s ecies is stron I discoura ed and ma be rohibited b the Cit of

Santa Barbara Fire De artment's Hi h Fire Hazard Area Landsca e
Re uirements.

5. Notwithstanding requiremonto 1 and 2 above, additional turf areas may bo
rocommondQd by the design review body to the Public Works Director for

approval for areas designed and used for outdoor sporting and



recreational activities.

C. Use of Mulch and Corn ast:

1. The landscaped area, except those portions of the landscaped area

planted with turfgrass, groundcover, succulents or other low lying shrubs,
shall be covered with mulch material to an average thickness of at least

three inches throughout, except in the immediate vicinity of woody trunks
or stems. Additional mulch material shall be added from time to time

annuall as necessary in order to maintain the required depth of mulch.

2. Or anic mulch materials made from rec cled or ost-consumer

roducts shall take recedence over inor anic materials or vir in forest

roducts unless the rec cled ost-consumer or anic roducts are not

locall available. Or anic mulches are not re uired if rohibited b the

Cit of Santa Barbara Fire De artment's Hi h Fire Hazard Area

Landsca e Re uirements.

3. Forlandsca e installations corn ost at a rate of a minimum of four cubic

ards er 1 000 s uare feet of ermeable area shall be incor orated to

a de th of six inches into the soil. Soils with reater than 6% or anic

matter in the to 6 inches of soil are exem t from addin corn ast and

tilling.

D. Irrigation Standards:

All new or altered automatic irrigation systems proposed as partof a development
proposal shall incorporate the following requirements in their design, installation,
and maintenance. If an existin -to-remain irri ation s stem will serve newl

lanted areas it must be shown to corn I or remodeled to corn I substantiall
with the followin

1. A dedicated landsca e irri ation meter or sub-meter ma be re uired er
Santa Barbara Munici alCode14.08.180. lfre uired the ro osed meter
or sub-meter location must be rovided on lans.



2. A weather based irri ation controller with a rain shutoff sensor either

internal or auxilia shall be re uired for the entire irri ation s stem.

3. +37 Drip irrigation shall be provided on at least 25% of the landscaped
area. Dri irri ation emitters shall be rated at two GPH or less.

4 An irri ation main-line ressure re ulator and in-line ressure re ulators

at each valve or as art of a control valve kit or other devices as needed

shall be installed to ensure the water ressure at each emission device is

within the manufacturer's recommended o eratin ressure ran e for
o timal erformance.

5. Manual shut-off valves such as a ate valve ball valve or butterfl
valve shall be re uired as close as ossible to the oint of connection
of the water su I to minimize water loss in case of an emer enc
such as a main line break or routine re air.

6. Backflow revention assemblies shall be re uired to rotect the

domestic water su I from contamination b the irri ation s stem er

Santa Barbara Munici al Code Section 14.21

7. Flow sensors that detect hi h flow conditions created b s stemdama e

or malfunction are re uired for all new or altered landsca es of 5 000

s uare feet or lar er.

8. Master shut-off valves are re uired on all ro'ects with new or altered

landsca es of 5 000 s uare feet or lar er.

9. The irri ation s stem shall be desi ned to revent runoff low head

drains e overs ra or other similar conditions where irri ation water

flows onto non-tar eted areas such as ad'acent ro ert non-irri ated



areas hardsca es roadwa s or structures. 1. Irrigation systems shall

be designed and installed to avoid overspray and mnoff. Valves shall be
separated for individual hydrozonos based on plant water needs and

sun/shade requirements.

10. Valves shall be se arated for individual h drozones based on lant water

needs. Individual h drozones that mix water wise with moderate or hi h

water use lants are not ermitted unless the hi her water usin lant is
used for the lant factor calculations. On the landsca e lan H drozones
shall be clearl desi nated and areas irri ated b each valve shall be
desi nated to show which valve serve which h drozone.

2. In the event that an automatic irrigation system is included in the

landscape plan, a weather based irrigation controller with a rain shutoff
sensor shall be required for the entire irrigation system.

11. Areas less than eight feet wide shall be irrigated with dri irri ation
subsurface irri ation or other means that reduce no runoff or overs ra .

only with bubblers, rotating nozzles on pop up bodies, sub-ourfQCQ, or drip

irrigation.

13. Drip irrigation shall bo provided on at least 25% of the landscaped

12. All sprinklers shall have matched precipitation rates within each valve and
circuit. All irrigation systems shall be designed to include optimum
distribution uniformity 0.65 or hi her usin the rotocol defined in the
American Socie of A ricuttural and Biolo ical En ineers/lntemational

Code Councils 802-2014 Landsca e Irri ation S rinkler and Emission

Standar head-to-head spacing, and setbacks from walkways and

pavement.

13. Overhead irri ation shall not be ermitted within a 24-inch setback of an



non- ermeable surface. Allowable irri ation within the 24-inch setback
from non- ermeable surfaces ma include dri irri ation or other low flow
non-s ra technolo . The 24-inch setback area ma be lanted or
un lanted. The surfacin of the setback ma be mulch ravel or other
orous material.

14 Slo es reaterthan 25% shall not be irri ated with an irri ation s stem

with an a lication rate exceedin 0.75 inches er hour.

6. All irrigation systems shall provide chock valves at the low end of irrigation
lines to prevent unwanted draining of irrigation linoc.

7. Prossurc regulators arc required on the irrigation syGtom, unloss the-Pybtie

Wori<s Director dotorminoo a prooouro regulator is not nocoooary.

E. Grading Plan Requirements:

1. Gradin of a ro'ect site shall be desi ned to minimize soil erosion runoff
and water waste ursuant to the Cit 's Stormwater Mana ement Pro ram.

2. The Cit of Santa Barbara ma re uire a radin lan whenever it is

re uired er the California Buildin Code as ado ted and amended in Cit of

Santa Barbara Munici al Code Section 22.04.020.

The grading of the landscaped oroQ shall bo doGigned, conductod, and
mointQinod in orcfor to achiQve the following goalo:

1. The grading shall oncourago water retention and infiltration by prosorving
open space and creating depressed areas/swales.

2. The grading shall mimic natural, pro dovolopment hydrologic flow-path®7

3. Tho grading choll maintain and/or incroaso the width of flow paths in order to



decrease flow rates.

v Exceptions to Water Efficient Landsca e Standards

Exceptions to these water efficient landscape design standards may be granted by
the Public Works Director, or Director's staff desi nee, upon a finding that the

exception will promote equivalent or greater water conservation than is provided for

in the water efficient landscape design standards. Requests for exceptions shall be

in writing and shall be submitted to Cit Staff and addressed to the Public Works
Director, at the time the application is submitted to the design review body. JHhe
exce tion re uest is received before final a roval of a landsca e lan the

applicable design review body, or discretiona land use decision-maker, may make
a recommendation in the hearin minutes to the Public Works Director, or staff

desi nee, for consideration of an exception based on plant selection.

VI. Plan Submittals

A. Landsca e Plan:

Applicants shall provide all relevant the followin information on the landscape plan

including:

1. Plant allet with botanical names for each lant and turf s ecies used

in the Droiect

2. WUCOLS classification for each lants ecies

3;_percentage calculations of Total area in square feet of new/revised
landsca in includin :

a Total area of water-wise lantsand

b Total area of allowable areas of turf moderate mectiym-or hi h

water use plants and SDoeific roauosts for any oxcoDtion to the reauiromonts ̂ f

those Landscape Dosian Standards.



4_Areas of existing landscaping to remain unaltered shall be indicated on the
landscape plan.

5. and/or A Water Efficient Landsca e Worksheet must be re reduced

on the landsca e lans

6. A corn leted and si ned Landsca e Corn liance Statement must be
re reduced on the landsca e lan

6. Identi h drozones and label as low moderate or hi h water use

7. Identi eof mulch and a licationde th

8. tdenti soil amendments t e and uanti

RoquoGtc for oxcoptions muct bo acGompaniod by documontation domonstrating
that the finding of equivalent or groQtor water consen/ation can bo made.

B. Irrigation Plan:

A licants shall demonstrate on the landsca e lan or a se arateirri ation lan how
the site corn lies with all the automatic irri ation re uirements as outlined in the
Irri ation Standards Section D. above. Irri ation lans shall include:

1. Location and size of water meter for landsca e

2. Location and size of dedicated irri ation water meter if a licable

3. Location t e and size of all corn onents of the irri ation s stem includin

controllers main and lateral lines valves s rinkler heads moisture sensin devices

rain sensors uick cou lers ressure re ulators and backflow revention devices

4. Static water ressure at the closest fire h drant as determined b the Cit's

Water Resources Dis atch Officer.

5. Flow rate allons er minute a lication rate inches er hour anddesi n

o eratin ressure ressure ers uare inch for each irri ation station

C. Landscape Compliance Statement:



The landscape plan shall include a "Statement of Comptianee Landsca e
Corn liance Statement" re reduced on the lan in a form approved supplied by

the City certifying that the landscape project design complies with the mandatory
elements of these Water Efficient Landscape design Standards. The Statomont

of Compliance Landsca e Corn liance Statement shall be signed by the person

who prepared the plans.

D. Landscape Plans Preparer:

The landscape plan shall be prepared in accordance with the provisions of the
California Business and Professions Code relating to the practice of landscape

architecture (Business and Professions Code § 5641 et seq. ).

VII. Determination of Conforming Installation

The person who proparod the landscape plan Ghall inGpoct the installation of the
plantingo and any irrigation syotom includod in the plan and shall cortily in writing that
the installation substantially conformo to the approved Landscape-Ptef^ To veri that
the roect was installed accordin to lan and is in full corn liance with these
standards the landsca e ro'ect must ass a final landsca e ins ection b Cit Staff
before a final buildin ins ection or the certificate of occu anc is ranted. In addition
for roects with a new or revised landsca ed area reater than 5 000 s uare feet
the a licant shall corn I with MWELO section 492. 12 and a third a certified

landsca e irri ation audit is re uired.

VIII. Compliance Verification

Verification of compliance with the Landscape Design Water Efficient Landsca e
Standards, as applicable, shall be made by tho Community Dovolopmont
Dopartmont and the design roviow body in Qccordanco with tho following
roquiromonts Cit Staff:



(A. ) No dovolopmont application oholl be scheduled for final review by the dooign
review body unless the landscape plan contains all required information-and-a
statomont of compliance in accordQnco with Section VI above.

A. Durin the review of discretiona a lications Cit Staff shall issue comments
on the conce tual landsca e lans before an a lication is determined to be

corn lete.

B. No building permit or a roval that includes a re uirement for a landsca e lan

shall be issued unless the stotomont ofcomplianco all of the information re uired
under Plan Submittals Section VI, above has been included on the final

landscape plan. submitted for plan chock

C. No building permit or a roval that includes a re uirement for a landsca e lan

shall be given a final inspection or issued a certificate of occupancy until the
Building Official receives a written determination of confoffoanee a final

landscape inspection has been completed as required by Section VII,
Determination of Conforming Installation, above.



RESOLUTION NO. 23-007

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
)

COUNTS OF SANTA BARBARA ) ss.
)

CIT«' OF SANTA BARBARA )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Council of

the City of Santa Barbara at a meeting held on January 31, 2023, by the following roll call

vote:

AYES.

NOES:

ABSENT:

Councilmembers Eric Friedman, Alejandra Gutierrez, Oscar
Gutierrez, Meagan Harmon, Mike Jordan, Kristen W. Sneddon,
Mayor Randy Rowse

None

None

ABSTENTIONS: None

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand and affixed the official seal

of the City of Santa Barbara on F ruary 1 , 2023.
^..Ma^r-t-

%i£--:^. x-.1
.

il ^^::ES^tAfe^sarahGorman'MMC.
^^g|^^^cityclerk services Mana9er

I HEREBY APPR6S^®%S^l^?resolution on February 1, 2023.

Randy o
Mayor




