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City of Santa Barbara 

Public Works Department 

APPLICATION FOR REDUCTION IN 

WATER METER SIZE 

 
This application is used to request a reduction in the size of a City water meter.  A reduction in 
size is subject to approval by the Public Works Department (and Fire Department if served by 
an NFPA 13D fire sprinkler system) and requires payment of the applicable fees.  There shall be 
no refund of larger meter size Capacity Fees upon reduction in meter size.  It is the 
responsibility of the property owner requesting the reduction to verify that the requested meter 
size will provide sufficient flow and pressure to comply with California Plumbing Code and 
National Fire Protection Association requirements and meet the needs of the occupants of the 
property.  A request to change back to a larger size will require payment of additional fees.  City 
reserves the right to change the meter size if it is later determined that the meter flow rate is 
operating outside the manufacturer’s recommended range. 
 
The following maximum operating flow rates for City meter are provided for information only.  
Customers are encouraged to seek the advice of a trained professional (e.g. Plumber, 
Mechanical Engineer, Fire Protection Contractor/Engineer, or Civil Engineer) to be sure that any 
reduction in meter size is appropriate for their particular property. 
 

Meter Size Maximum Flow Rate 
(gpm) for Sensus 

Meters 

Maximum Flow 
Rate (gpm) for 
Badger Meters 

Manufacturer (Badger) 
Recommended 
Maximum Continuous 
Flow Rate (gpm) 

5/8” 20 20 10 
3/4” 30 35 25 
1” 50 55 25 

1 1/2” 100 120 80 
2” 160 170 100 

 
(Contact Water Resources Division for larger sizes) 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Property Owner Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Service Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Assessor Parcel Number: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Property Owner Phone Number: ________________________________________________ 
 
Water Account Number: ______________________________________________________ 
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Applicant Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Phone Number: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
WATER METER INFORMATION    
 
Current Meter Size:    _______ inch 
 

Requested Meter Size: □ 5/8 inch  □ 3/4 inch  □ 1 inch  □ 1 1/2 inch  □ 2 inch  

 

Current Meter Number: ______________________ (Please read this directly from your meter, not 

from your water bill) 

 

WATER USE INFORMATION  

  

Water Account Classification: □ Single Family Residential □ Multifamily Residential  

□ Commercial/Industrial □ Other Purposes (describe): ____________________ 

Total number of dwelling units on property:    _______ 
 

Number of dwelling units served by subject water meter:    _______ 

□ This property is located outside the City of Santa Barbara limits (property is in the County of Santa 

Barbara jurisdiction).  Properties located in the County of Santa Barbara must have a minimum meter 

size of ¾ inch.  

Is the irrigation system on your property served by a dedicated irrigation meter?  Yes or No 

Are you proposing to install a dedicated irrigation meter for your irrigation system?  Yes or No If yes, a 

separate application for a Potable Water Meter Service is required.  

The irrigation system on my property consists of (check all that apply): 

□ Drip  □ Sprinklers  □ Microsprays  □ There is no irrigation system on my property 

□ This property has onsite fire protection flow requirements served through the domestic meter of 

_________ gallons per minute.  

□ This property does not have any onsite fire protection requirements served through the domestic 

meter.  
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SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

The following must be submitted with this application: 

 Completed Fixture Unit Determination Chart (attached) 

 For a reduction in meter size to 5/8” (or other situations deemed necessary by the City or 
applicant) calculations must be provided/stamped by a licensed plumber, Mechanical, or Civil 
Engineer in compliance with Appendix A Recommended Rules for Sizing the Water Supply System 
of the 2016 California Plumbing Code.  The calculations may assume the following and may be a 
deferred submittal: 

Obtain minimum daily service pressure in your area by visiting the Public Works Permit 
Counter or calling Water Resources staff at (805) 564-5413.  

A friction loss relative to the rate of flow for the City water meter as shown in Chart A 102.2 
Friction Losses for Disk-Type Water Meters of the California Plumbing Code.  

 Please attach a copy of your most recent water bill.  

This application along with the above items shall be returned to: 

 
City of Santa Barbara – Public Works Department 

Public Works Permit Counter 
630 Garden Street Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

or 
P.O. Box 1990 Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990 

(805) 564-5388 
You may submit this application online at https://landuse.santabarbaraca.gov/  

 
If you have any questions regarding your water meter, please contact Meter Services, at (805) 564-

5413.   

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that I am the owner of the property identified above and that the 

information provided herein is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that it is my 

responsibility to determine that the requested meter size complies with the code requirements and will 

provide adequate flow and pressure for the property.  I also understand that additional fees will be required to 

change back to a larger size meter.  

 

Property Owner Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name:   ________________________________________________________________ 

Date:    ________________________________________________________________ 

 

The above addresses Public Works Department concerns and requirements.  Other City 

Divisions/Departments may have additional requirements. 

For information call (805) 564-5388 

City of Santa Barbara Public Works Department   630 Garden Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

https://landuse.santabarbaraca.gov/
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FIXTURE UNIT DETERMINATION CHART 

Minimum meter size based on plumbing fixture units, size/length of service and pressure. 

To determine the minimum meter size allowable under the California Plumbing Code, the total number of fixture 

units on the premises (and served by the subject meter) must first be determined.  First, insert the number of each 

type of fixture on your premises under the column headed “Quantity”.  Second, multiply the quantity by the number 

of fixture units given under either column “Private Use” or “Public Use” or “Assembly”, whichever is applicable.  

Third, post the result in the “Total Column”.  Finally total that column in the box down below.  

  
Quantity 

  
Total 
 

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

X  =  

 

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS  
5 Re Lawn Sprinklers, the quantity should be the maximum number of sprinkler heads in any given irrigation zone or zones that will 

be running at any given point in time.  If using irrigation systems other than sprinkler heads, an equivalent fixture unit may be used 

based on the gallons per minute calculated for that system.  

Then measure the approximate distance between the water meter and the most distant fixture.   

Insert distance in _________ feet from water meter to furthest fixture. 

Then Contact Water Resources at (805) 564-5413 to provide available static pressure after head loss 

______________ psi.  Please note this information is provided based upon the City’s Water system performance 

but is not a guarantee of future minimum performance. You may assume 60 psi for your calculations as 

appropriate.  

Then reference California Plumbing Code Table 610.4 to find the Minimum Meter and Street Service size for the 

given Maximum Allowable Length, Pressure Range, and Fixture Units determined above. 

 

Minimum Meter and Street Service Size:  _______________ inches  
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This worksheet is provided as a guide for minimum meter size.  It is recommend that property owner consult with 

an appropriately licensed contractor or engineer to determine the appropriate meter size for the subject property.  

California Plumbing Code Excerpts for Reference Only 
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